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DeNoble speaks on
smoking dangers

Steve Sexton
Staff Writer

You can learn a great deal from
rats. Especially about nicotine addic-
tion.

Just ask Victor J. DeNoble, the
research scientist who was a key wit-
ness in the government’s ongoing
case against the U.S. tobacco indus-
try.

DeNoble conducted research on
nicotine addiction in rats while em-
ployed by the Philip Morris tobacco
company from 1980 to 1984. While
there he and research associate Paul
Mele discovered that nicotine is an
addictive drug— “the most potent
drug in the world on milligram ba-
sis.”

After DeNoble was fired from the
company in 1984, Philip Morris tried
to intimidate him into silence, but he
took his findings public during 1994
government hearings that established
that the tobacco industry knew nico-
tine to be an addictive drug.

“On the very day the chief execu-
tives of the seven tobacco companies
were swearing under oath that to-
bacco is not addictive, and does not
cause lung cancer or heart disease,
my wife and I were being held in a
nearby warehouse,” DeNoble said.

DeNoble testified two days later,

and presented evidence that directly
contradicted their testimony.

DeNoble shared some of this
same testimony with a group of about
150 students and townspeople Mon-
day on the Albion College campus.

Although he is now a registered
flight instructor, DeNoble accepts in-
vitations to visit approximately 50
schools a year, warning young people
of the dangers of cigarette smoking.

During his tenure at Philip Mor-
ris, DeNoble said, he and Mele dis-
pensed a variety of drugs to labora-
tory rats, seeking to determine which
of those drugs are addictive.

By pressing a lever with their
paws, the rats could receive measured
doses of the selected drug. DeNoble
and Mele first offered the rats heroin,
which they all became addicted to;
next they tried nicotine, with the same
result.

Within three weeks, DeNoble
said, the rats were voluntarily ingest-
ing the equivalent of 90 cigarettes a
day, demonstrating the highly addic-
tive nature of nicotine.

DeNoble said tobacco company
executives often argue that people
smoke cigarettes for social reasons,

see 'Smoking,’ p. 2

the play, turn to page 4.

Get a taste of “Vinegar Tom,” shown
tonight and tomorrow at Herrick

photo courtesy of the speech communication and theatre department

“Vinegar Tom," is the opening show this year in the speech communication
and theatre department. The show opened on Wednesday and runs through
tomorrow. Above, Meghan Gilmore, Lathrup Village sophomore and Rael Will,
Berkley senior, prepare for the show during a dress rehearsal. For more about

Sigma Chi facilitates forum about alcohol

Rebecca Little
Staff Editor

Sigma Chi fraternity sponsored
a forum on alcohol awareness on
Tuesday night, with speakers Presi-
dent Peter Mitchell and Sally Walker,
vice president for student affairs and
dean of students.

The forum was part of the re-
quirement for Sigma Chi’s social pro-
bation.

*“They sponsor the programs, but
they are open to the whole campus,”
said President Mitchell.

The audience of the forum was
mainly Greeks, and predominately
members of Sigma Chi.

Nicholas Weitenberner, Washing-
ton senior and Sigma Chi president,
started the forum by discussing so-
cial and alcohol policies as they are
stated in the student handbook.

“Fraternities are unique on this

campus in that they are the main so-
cial outlet for students.” said
Weitenberner.

He outlined the policies of both
campus regulations and fraternity
rules.

Weitenberner clarified that open
areas, such as the front porches, first
floor areas and halls of fraternities are
alcohol free according to campus
regulations. He also said that drink-
ing with underage people present is
not against policy, but may “draw sus-
picion o you.”

“If more alcohol is inaroom than
the people in the room can reason-
ably drink, itis considered acommon
source,” Weitenberner said. “Obvi-
ously, if you have a gallon of rum in
your room and you say you can drink
it yourself, no one’s going to ask you
to prove that. But these kind of things
do cause suspicion.”

Mitchell later added, “no com-
mon sources of alcohol are permit-

ted. This can be life threatening, es-
pecially considering binge drinking,
accidents and social probations all
emanate from common source mis-
use.”

“You have got to be 21 to con-
sume alcohol on this campus. It's the
law, and it seems obvious, but it 1s a
problem. And second, you don’t pro-
vide alcohol to minors,” Mitchell
said.

Weitenberner also clarified the
sketchy issues, like monitoring the
basement and the use of backpacks.

“In the past, campus safety and
residential life have chosen not to go
down there and have trusted the
house to police [the basement],”
Weitenberner said. “But it is not out
of their rights to do so.”

“Practice right now 1s that we
don’t check back packs. Butit's not
a right for a person to bring one, it’s
at the fraternity’s discretion. It's their
party, and they’re responsible for

what happens.”

“Fraternities are not a safe haven,
not a place to come for a free for all.”
Weitenberner continued. It is too
dangerous for the individuals and the
members of the house. We do have
policies, and we have a responsibil-
ity to follow guidelines.”

Weitenberner clarified that the
fraternities have party monitoring in
the individual houses. Members of
risk management or the president of
the fraternity should be notified if
problems arise.

“People don’t want to get in
trouble, but it's more important that
the person get help, especially if
health issues are involved. If you
don’t want to call campus safety,
there are students at the party to help.”

Weitenberner added. “we all need
to take a more active role in self regu-

— see ‘Alcohol,’ p. 2
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not because nicotine is addictive. But
in one of his many sarcastic jabs at
tobacco industry propaganda,
DeNoble asked:

“Do you think rats have read
‘Sports Illustrated™””

Once the laboratory rats were
addicted to nicotine, DeNoble said,
they abandoned their normal morn-
ing rituals of eating and grooming,
heading straight for the nicotine dis-
penser. DeNoble said this reminded
him of his father, alife-long cigarette
smoker, who began every morning
with a cigarette.

DeNoble said his research also
established that cigarette smoking
“alters the structure and function™ of
the brain. It raises the level of dopam-
ine in the brain, a chemical that stimu-
lates pleasure receptors.

DeNoble said for those trying to
quit smoking. nicotine replacement
therapy simply substitutes one form
of the drug for another.

Only 15% of those who use nico-
tine patches and gum actually quit

continued from p. 1

smoking, DeNoble sdie adding that
the new drug Zyban (bupropin hydro-
chloride) is much more effective be-
cause it re-alters a person’s brain
chemistry.

DeNoble said Zyban has been
shown to be effective 50% of the time,
though he added that it needs to be
used in conjunction with a “compre-
hensive behavioral program.”

DeNoble, who has a Ph.D. inex-
perimental psychology, was research-
ing alcohol addiction at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 1979 when an
executive for Philip Morris, who had
heard of his work, offered to hire him.

DeNoble said the company
wanted him to develop a cigarette that
contained a substitute for nicotine that
was addictive but did not cause heart
or lung disease.

DeNoble eventually did develop
asubstitute, and the company created
a prototype cigarette that eliminated
80% of the tar produced by regular
cigarettes. But company lawyers
quashed the project because. as

DeNoble said, it would have repre-
sented a tacit admission that conven-
tional cigarettes are harmful to health.

DeNoble later refused to carry
out additional research in Germany,
which could have been kept secret
from American health officials, and
he was subsequently fired.

According to a 1995 study of
Albion College students, 51% of the
student body has used tobacco, com-
pared to a 38% rate nationally.

Few students on campus who
smoke are willing to talk about their
habits, however—especially for pub-
lication.

One Albion College freshman,
who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity, said she is “ashamed to be a
smoker.” She said she started smok-
ing when she was fifteen, when she
thought “smoking was cool.” She
said she is fully aware of the dangers
of smoking.

"I want to stop. [ wish there was
a magic pill I could take and never
have the craving again.”

Above: DeNoble meets
with local students during
his visit to Albion.

Right:  Dr. Victor
DeNoble, who researched
for Philip Morris on
addictive drugs, now
travels to schools warning
students of the dangers of
smoking.

photo by Charlotte Florent

‘Alcohol’

lation. We need to enforce policies
on our own, so less restrictions will
have to be enforced upon us as a
campus.”

President Mitchell followed
Weitenberner at the forum, and
elaborated on the policy outline he
offered.

“If you look at our vision for
the future, Albion wants to be a
leader for the nation’s hberal arts
" Mitchell said.

“That vision is a commitment
to excellence and we have high ex-
pectations. In terms of the issue
tonight, It means a commitment to
responsibility, maturity and leader-
ship.”

colleges.

In regards to the drinking poli-
cies. Mitchell added. it you act ma-
turely. responsibly and with com-
MON sense, you 're not going to have
a problem.”

“The Greek system has the op-
portunity to be leaders on this cam-
pus.” Mitchell said.
fraternity or sorority because they

“People join a

admire the upperclassmen in them.
We have better retention within the
Greek system than the overall cam-
pus does. so something happens to
make that experience more meaning-
ful.”

“1If you look at what national fra-
ternities and sororities are doing,
you've got all the ammunition you
need for responsible behavior,”
Mitchell said. “They have gone
through it and are sensitive to the so-
cial problem of alcohol. You should
be part of the solution, not the prob-
lem.”

*You have a moral obligation to
intervene when a brother or sister is
headed for trouble,™ Mitchell added.
“You need to sponsor functions you
can be proud of. and take the oppor-
tunity to lead on this campus.”

“Does the rest of the campus look
to Greeks for fun?” Mitchell asked.
“Yes. and with that comes the respon-
sibility to do it well. Don't feel like
you have the burden of carrying the
soctal weight of this mstitution on

your shoulders.”

*You are not the only source of

entertainment on this campus. When
an alcohol free party 1s offered.
people can enjoy 1t. Not every party
needs to be alcohol free. but you need
to find a balance.”

Mitchell concluded. “I think
we've got the best student body in
America. | have high expectations
of you. Remember. my degree from
1967 and yours from 99 is only as
good as Albion’s reputation.”

Walker was the last to take the
stage and she addressed concerns for
prevention.

*You have to do more than regu-
late. you must have intervention and
prevention programs,” she said.
“Hopefully, we will have one in the
counseling center next fall with a full
time specialist and we will implement
a peer education program.”

A committee has been formed,
the “Greek Life Structural Planning

Committee™ which is composed of

faculty, staff and fraternity and soror-

continued from p. 1

ity presidents.

According to Jennifer Miles, as-
sociate director of campus programs
and organizations, the committee has
been reviewing policies to discuss the
adequacy of the current regulations.
As of right now, no policies have been
changed.

Mitchell offered some warnings
to the fraternities. as they examine
regulations.

“We will be dealing with unau-
thorized parties on Wednesday eve-
nings. We plan to fix that with you.”
Mitchell said.

“Any policy or guideline is a liv-
ing document. We are willing to talk
about them and work with them with
you,” Walker said.

Robert Bittner. Romeo senior and
a member of Sigma Chi, explained
the remainder of their obligations
during social probation.

“We had a few specific things we
have had to do this semester.” Bittner
said. “One was a non-alcoholic party,
this forum, and to make a risk man-

agement policy which conforms to
both national and local fraternity
rules and explains what we should
do in case of a policy violation.”

“Now, before we can throw a
party with alcohol, we need to have
one more presentation of binge
drinking, which we hope to do be-
fore Homecoming,”™ Bittner said.
“After that, we have to have one
more alcohol free party next semes-
ter, and then take it the next step
from there.”

After the forum, the adminis-
trators were very pleased with the
outcome.

“I'm very encouraged.” Walker
said. “Thisis open communication
and dialogue about a very impor-
tant issue. The Sigma Chi's have
done aterrific job facilitating this.”

"I thought it went exception-
ally well.” Mitchell said. “*People
came and listened and everything
was presented in a consistent pro-
gram. [t was clear that you can
have fun. butin a responsible way.”

Now Showing:
Rounders:

F, W—5:00, 7:25, 9:45
Sat.—2:30, 5:00, 7:25, 9:45

Sun.—2:30, 5:00, 7:00

M, T, Th.—5:00, 7:25

Ly

Ticket prices:

Newly designed—professionally managed

The New Bohm Theater

(517) 629-8881

Rush Hour:

F, W—5:15, 7:15,9:30

What Dreams May Come:
F, W—5:30, 7:45, 10:00
Sat.—2:15, 5:30,
Sun.—2:15, 5:30, 7:45
M, T, Th.—5:30, 7:45

7:45, 10:00

$2.75 for children 12 and under. senior citizens and before 6 pm and
$3.75 after 6 pm
Wednesday is College Night—Buy one ticket, get another free (with College 1.D.)

“

648-4849.

Spring Break ‘99

Sell Trips, Earn Cash & Go Free!!! Student Travel Services is now hiring campus

reps/group organizers. Lowest rates to Jamaica, Mexico & Florida. Call 1-800-

Hours: Mon.-Fri.:
Closed Wednesday
Sat.: 5:30 am to 12 noon

6:30 am to 5:00 pm

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Powers SNUG Barbershop

Tom Powers—Master Barber
30 Years Experience

101 W. Porter Street
Albion, MI 49224
517-629-2410
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As We See It

Hits and Misses

Hit: All of the sporting events on campus, complete with

winning teams.
Miss: All of the fans.

Hit: The interesting, quaint and fun places to go in Albion.

Miss: Campus's relationship with the town.

Hit: WLBN, complete with coverage of all the football

games.

Miss: Students that listen.

Hit: The good variety of intramural sports.
Miss: The publicity of any of them anywhere but the

Dow.

Hit: Fall Break.

Miss: Only three days of Homecoming week.

Hit: A clean, beautiful campus.
Miss: Dump trucks and lawn mowers at 6am.

Hit: Alex Kotlowitz, Victor DeNoble, James Loewen

speaking on campus.
Miss: Geoftrey Fieger.

Hit: All of the clubs at Briton Bash.

Miss: Follow up interest.

Hit: “The Vision.”
Miss: What it 1s'

Hit: This column.
Miss: A real editorial.
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No naked resumes, cover it up!

Laura Bogardus
Career Development

Q: What is a cover letter? When
should I send one and what should it
say?

Confounded by Cover Letters

A: A well written cover letter
serves 10 entice the receiver to look
at you further — to read your resume.
The resume provides arecord of your
skills and accomplishments. and
serves (o help you land an interview.

The cover letter’s job. therefore,
is o highlight a few of your most rel-
evant accomplishments and abilities
and to express your enthusiasm for
the position.

One quarter of Albion College’s
fall recruiting employers require a
cover letter.

Outside of on-campus interview-
ing. almost all other employment in-
quiries should include a cover letter.
Evenif you read a job add that states
simply. “Send Resume.” you should
still send a cover letter.

Cover letters should be one page
in length and word processed on high
quality paper. preferably matching
your resume paper. They should be
addressed to a specific person if pos-
sible.

Use a business letter format and
proofread carefully.

Cover letters are meant to be
brief, and to demonstrate your spe-
cific interest in the company or orga-

nization. For this reason, do not mass
mail resumes with a general cover
letter.

To learn about cover letter con-
tent, visit the office of career devel-
opment for books and handouts
which include sample cover letters.

Or. visit the Career Home Page
at www.albion.edu/admin/coun and
look for the section called Career
Planning Handouts.

The career development staff can
review your letters and provide feed-
back.

Do you have a question you
would like answered in The Pleiad
by career development? Mail it to
the office of career development.
4900 KC. or send e-mail to
Ibogardus @pci.albion.edu.
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Mature audiences only:

“Vinegar Tom” a revealing commentary on
sex and violence in 17th century and today

Patrick O’'Connell
Staff Editor

The cast of Albion College Theatre's first
play of the semester, “Vinegar Tom,”
gathered in the lowly lit Green Room before
Sunday’s technical rehearsal. The only light
seeped through the windows or shone dimly
from a small lamp on a table. Royal Ward,
professor of speech communication and
theatre and the show’s director. stepped into
the room.

“Boy, 1t’s dark in here.” he said. “Maybe
that’s just fine—it sets the mood.”

“Vinegar Tom.” which will be performed
at 8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow in Herrick
Auditorium, 1s indeed a dark play with
violence and frank discussion and depiction
of sex. But while explicit themes do play a
revealing and at times frightening role in the
show, the play’s main focus is on the past and
present roles of women in society.

The play 1s written by a contemporary
English playwright, Caryl Churchill.
However, it is set in [ 7th century England,
with scenes and actors weaving their way
between the past and the present through
S0ngs.

The significance of this technique 1s to
make evident that the situations and circum-
stances that women faced over 300 years ago
are still present today, albeit in different
forms.

“It's a very compelling drama that
explores some really interesting facets of
women both today and in the 17th century.”
said Meghan Gilmore, Lathrup Village
sophomore, who plays the role of Margery.

The drama’s action and in-your-face style
makes the play exciting and engaging for the
audience—this 1s not the type of play during
which you're likely to fall asleep.

[t1s for these same reasons that the play
is challenging and demanding for the cast and
CTEeW.

Rael Will, Berkley senior, plays the role
of Joan. She said the play 1s hard work
because of the physical nature of the show.

“It's a really physical show, so it takes a
lot out of you,” she said. “But that’s what
makes it exciting. It’s totally different from
anything else we've done.”

She also said that she is pleased that
Albion selected the play because she thinks it
has some important messages.

“Vinegar Tom™ has slight connections to
Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible,” because of
the fact that the story centers around witch-
craft and witch hunts. However, in the midst
of many differences between Miller’s better
known show and “Vinegar Tom,” is the
aspect of present versus the past.

“Looking at the structure of the two
plays, Miller sees the past as the past;
Churchill sees more interplay of past and
present,” Ward said.

“A big message in the play is that women
are scapegoats, that blame is put on women,”
Will added.

By the same token, the role of men in the
play 1s one of oppression. David Galido,
Novi sophomore, plays Jack, the husband of
Margery, and said that being a man in the
show was a challenge for him.

“Being a guy in this play makes it a little
bit difficult because all the male characters
are portrayed as evil,” he said. "It feels like
you're being attacked.”

But Galido mentioned that while the anti-

male sentiment made it difficult, he has to
remind himself that it is not a reflection of
himself, only the character he is playing.

Gilmore has found this production
particularly challenging as well. She said that
character development and understanding
was especially trying.

“In order to make your life come about

on stage you have to make it happen inside of

you. It’s difficult to just walk on stage. you
really have to internalize the emotions,”
Gilmore said.

“You can really get involved in this play
and feel something for the characters,” Will
said. “There’s a reality to it.”

Because of the graphic content, the show
is recommended for mature audiences only.

Gilmore said some of the graphic
scenes— especially the fights— are almost
too violent for her taste. But Will said the
scenes are reality. “Everybody experiences
I.” she said. “That’s why it’s meaningful.”

Keeping that in mind, Ward finalized, *It
will be a different kind of experience. Men
and women alike will find questions raised
that they need to think about.”

Tickets for “Vinegar Tom™ are available
in the Kellogg Center or at the door. The
price is $1 for Albion College students.
faculty and senior citizens and $2 for the
general public.

Union Board Presents...

Graffiti Tribe

(an acapella singing group)
Friday, October 2nd at 8 pm in the Stack

Movies:

Saturday, October 3rd
8 pm, The Horse Whisperer
10 pm, Mercury Rising

photos courtesy of speech communication and theatre department

Above: Meghan Gilmore, Lathrup Village sophomore (L.), David Galido, Novi sophomore (R.)
Below: Kathleen Schmalz, Homewood, Ill. sophomore (L.), Lauren Dittmann, Lake Zurich, Ill.
sophomore (R.)

RESTAURANT & PUB ]V

A Tradition of Creating Special Memories
; +

Please present coupon when ordering
Not in conjunction with other promotions or discounts.

517/663-2500 * Reservations
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Kotlowitz on race relations

Patrick O'Connell
Staff Editor

“You could have been talking
about Albion in much of this book .

That was the first comment o
come from the hall-hlled audienee
alter Alex Kotlowitz. author of = The
Other Side of the River.”
lecture Tuesday m Norris Audito

inished his

riun,

The book s about race relations.
ccononie partty and socil constriiets
between the two southwestern Michi
aan cities ol Benton Harbor and St
.|t\\\‘|\h_

“The Other Side of the River™
was chosenas this vear' s selection for
the common reading experience.
program that encourages freshmen to
read the hook. then participate m
aroupdiscusstionwith uppercliss st
dents and Taculty members.

Wesley Dick. professor of Tis
tory, miroduced Kotow itz and the
hook by saving that he thought the
hook was particalarly appropriate m
exammimg what divistons exist m
Mbion and mthe Albion Colleee
COMMUNI,

[Ewas evident from the hirsteons
ment from the crowd that at least
some people mattendence were
aareement.

Kotlowitz's book focuses on the
1992 death o a black teenage oy,
I he storv. which ianauthor's note n
lorms readers s entirely nonfiction
with mmimal name changes. tikes
place mthe racially and economically
segredated communities of Benton
Hiarbor and St Joseph

“Tome race and class are the two
nigor fractures mAmercan socieiy,”
said Kotfowitz: He sand that “these
WO communities are very ivpieal”
because they wre “physically and
spretualiy solated from cach other”

He sand that o the book he
wanted oty o unrasel some of the
truths about race as we come to the

end ol this centurny”

The title comes from the St. Jo-
sephriver that physically and psycho-
|llgiL‘;ll|} divides the two Like Michi-
2an Cities,

Kotlowitz spoke ol his book i
the context of the current American
psychecoutlinmg three major themes
ol his book: the clash hetween truth
and myth. the connection between
race and class. and residential MR-
cation,

Fach of these themes not only
playedarole m shaping his narrative
story. but abso are reflections of our
current \H\'IL‘I.\

Kotlow itz sard that he Tound that
“the power of myth.” or a combin-
ton ol Tact and fiction. played an
mportant part in the story surround-
me the death of Frie NMeGmnms. He
satid that people’s pereeption o the
truth was otten shaped by ther Tin-
me eapertiences. and MeGinnis's
case. on which side of the river they
lived.

“loday frace] haunts s quietly
The Tines have been drawn, Exen the
best ol peaple have already chosen
stdes.” he sad.

He commented that he beheved
that certam aspects of race relations
are no better than they were thirty
Vs ddo.

“Iwe I]H”L'\[I_\ want todeal wath
race. we have o talk about the issue
ol cconomie panty.” he said. empha
stzing one ol his themes. He sand we
need 1o 7 find wass to builld commu
nities. hoth physically and sprnu
allv”

For those meattendance. the hook
sparked discussion and reflection.

Students and faculty members
aathered after the event for i reeep-
tonand ahook stienme by Kotlowitz.

Several professors engaged in
discussions about the hook with ther
companmons on the wav home from
the talk

While Kotlowitz never directly
addressed the connection between is
hook and Albon he did say that he

hoped s book would cause people

cotrtesy ol Donbleday

Alex Kotlowitz, author of “The Other
Side of the River”

ek Stem

phiore by |1

o “Took at the world around vou i a
shightly ditferent way.”
Chicago. 1.

sophomore and discussion feader for

Quana Lawery,

the common reading experience. said
she thought the book was coad. but
she would have Tiked 1o have seen
less sugar-coatig™ ol the race 1s-
SUL.

“I thought the book brought o
ite as an African American. things
that T already seen” she sad.

“Isull think that he elazed over
certamn issues. [ would have Tiked 1o
have seen some of his personal opin-
1ons. she said.

When ashed how she lllk\llghl the
hook related 1o Tite here in Albion,
she sand she hoped the book would
LS consciotsness aboul race on
CAMpPUS,

“As Lor the school. |‘_\ ]\‘HPIL'
readme the book and atiending the
lecture hope they will Took at them-
selves and some ol the issues on cam-
pus. she sand. o ook at how they

nenyhave contributed to e, or how

they can make the situation better,”
Bloomtield Hills
added that the book
“makes vou think more about your
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Kotlowitz on race relations

Patrick O’Connell
Staff Editor

“You could have been talking
about Albion in much of this book.”

That was the first comment to
come from the half-filled audience
after Alex Kotlowitz, author of *“The
Other Side of the River.” finished his
lecture Tuesday in Norris Audito-
rium.

The book is about race relations,
economic parity and social constructs
between the two southwestern Michi-
gan cities of Benton Harbor and St.
Joseph.

“The Other Side of the River”
was chosen as this year’s selection for
the common reading experience, a
program that encourages freshmen to
read the book, then participate in a
group discussion with upperclass stu-
dents and faculty members.

Wesley Dick. professor of his-
tory. introduced Kotlowitz and the
book by saying that he thought the
book was particularly appropriate in
examining what divisions exist in
Albion and in the Albion College
community.

[t was evident from the first com-
ment from the crowd that at least
some people in attendence were in
agreement.

Kotlowitz's book focuses on the
1992 death of a black teenage boy.
The story. which an author’s note in-
forms readers is entirely nonfiction
with minimal name changes. takes
place in the racially and economically
segregated communities of Benton
Harbor and St. Joseph.

*To me race and class are the two
major fractures in American society.”
said Kotlowitz. He said that “these
(wo communities are very typical”
because they are “physically and
spiritually isolated from each other.”

He said that in the book he
wanted to try to “unravel some of the
truths about race as we come to the
end of this century.”
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The title comes from the St. Jo-
seph river that physically and psycho-
logically divides the two Lake Michi-
gan cities.

Kotlowitz spoke of his book in
the context of the current American
psyche, outlining three major themes
of his book: the clash between truth
and myth, the connection between
race and class, and residential segre-
gation.

Each of these themes not only
played a role in shaping his narrative
story. but also are reflections of our
current society.

Kotlowitz said that he found that
“the power of myth.” or a combina-
tion of fact and fiction, played an
important part in the story surround-
ing the death of Eric McGinnis. He
said that people’s perception of the
truth was often shaped by their liv-
ing experiences. and McGinnis's
case. on which side of the river they
lived.

“Today [race] haunts us quietly.
The lines have been drawn. Even the
best of people have already chosen
sides.” he said.

He commented that he believed
that certain aspects of race relations
are no better than they were thirty
yedrs ago.

“If we honestly want to deal with
race, we have (o talk about the issue
of economic parity.” he said, empha-
sizing one of his themes. He said we
need to “find ways to build commu-
nities, both physically and spiritu-
ally.”

For those in attendance, the book
sparked discussion and reflection.

Students and faculty members
gathered after the event for a recep-
tion and a book signing by Kotlowitz.

Several professors engaged in
discussions about the book with their
companions on the way home from
the talk.

While Kotlowitz never directly
addressed the connection between his
book and Albion, he did say that he
hoped his book would cause people
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Alex Kotlowitz, author of “The Other
Side of the River"”

to “look at the world around you in a
slightly different way.”

Qiana Lawery, Chicago. Ill.
sophomore and discussion leader for
the common reading experience, said
she thought the book was good, but
she would have liked to have seen
less “sugar-coating™ of the race 1s-
sue.

"I thought the book brought to
life, as an African American, things
that I'd already seen,” she said.

“[ stll think that he glazed over
certain issues. I would have liked to
have seen some of his personal opin-
ions.” she said.

When asked how she thought the
book related to life here in Albion,
she said she hoped the book would
raise consciousness about race on
campus.

“As for the school. by people
reading the book and attending the
lecture [ hope they will look at them-
selves and some of the issues on cam-
pus,” she said. “To look at how they
may have contributed to it, or how
they can make the situation better.”

Ryan Shah, Bloomfield Hills
freshman, added that the book
“makes you think more about your
environment and how a lot of people
live their lives segregated from other
types of people.”
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Zack Loeprich
Senior Editor

Men'’s soccer’s hope to claim its
first Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic
Association championship was rein-
forced as Albion was not defeated by
Hope College for the first time in sev-
eral years.

Since Daniel Kogut, Canton se-
nior, came to Albion in "95, the team
has never defeated or tied Hope Col-

lege in soccer. But last Saturday.

Zack Loeprich
Senior Editor

team made history last Saturday

the first time at a Michigan Intercol-
legiate Athletic Association golf tour-
nament.

Albion College’s women's golf

when they finished in first place for

Hope and Albion tied I-1 in their
overtime contest in Holland.

Until the Hope College game,
Albion has recorded a 3-0-1 record
and a 1-0-1 record in the MIAA.

Adding to a strong senior class
of leaders is a group of 16 underclass-
men. Kogut, a co-captain along with
Joshua Yeager, Dearborn junior, and
Sean Roberts, Midland junior. says
that it 1s the freshmen that have been
a big part of Albion’s early season
success.

“A strong source of our success

In the eight years the MIAA has
recognized women’s golf as an offi-
clal varsity sport. Albion has never
taken first place at a MIAA tourna-
ment.

The Britons defeated Alma and
host Hope by two strokes.

Leading the way for the Britons
was Melissa Hall, West Lafayette,

Country Lanes Bowling Alley

Located East of Downtown Albion on E. Michiean Ave.

(517)629-9153

Catch all your favorite football teams on

photo by Zack Loeprich

has been our freshmen.” Kogut said.
“They have contributed a lot to the
team so far this season.”

A lot more besides Albion’s tie
with Hope has changed since Kogut's
freshman year.

“The whole attitude of the team
has changed completely.” said Kogut.
“When I first got here we expected
to lose when we stepped onto the
field. now we expect to win.”

Kogut added for the first time in
his career, an Albion soccer player has
been named Player of the Week.

Ind. sophomore. She shot an 82: 41
on the frontand back nine. Individu-
ally. Hall finished the day tied for
second place.

Kathryn Pritchard. Cincinnati
sophomore. finished one stroke be-
hind Hall, shooting a 43 on the front
nine and a 40 on the back. Lindsey
Franson, Saginaw sophomore, fin-

Awnstialia
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Left: Josh Yeager, Dearborn junior,

stretches after practice. He was named
MIAA player of the week.

Above: James Cline, East Lansing

junior, and Brian Lindsey, Southfield

sophomore battle for the ball in practice.

Soccer strides towards first MIAA fitle

Yeager. the team’s goalkeeper.
was honored with the player of the
week status. Thus far, in four games.
Yeager has recorded two shutouts and
has only allowed two goals.

[nits first MIAA contest, Albion
defeated Adrian 4-0 at Adrian.

Standing inthe team’s way of the
conference title 1s Alma, last year's
league champions. Alma has been
ranked as high as eighth in the na-
tion this season. The Britons take
on Alma at 4 p.m. this Tuesday at
Albion’s Alumni Field.

History made by the women’s golf team

ished with 95, and Kariann
VanBurgel. Evart junior. shot a 99.

In the MIAA. Albion is currently
in second place. With six rounds re-
maining. Hope leads Albion by 37
strokes.

The next MIAA tournament. the
fourth round. takes place at 11 a.m.
tomorrow at Olivet.
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