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College students Jason Preglow, Chicago sophomore, and Joseph Verbeke, Lapeer sohpomore, and community member Dion Newton, help out on City Service Day
by sawing some branches before they are hauled off in the trucks. For more informatinon and photos on City Service Day, see page 4.

Residential Life temporarily short-statfed

Jen Campbell
Staff Editor

Resident directors have doubled
up on responsibilities this semester
to make up for two open positions
which are expected to be filled by
next semester.

According to Lisa Batterbee, di-
rector of residential life, Albion gen-
erally carries five RDs.

This semester, there are three
RD’s and an associate director.

The position of RD of fraterni-
ties and Erie street annex has tempo-
rarily been filled by Michael
Zabriskie, associate director of resi-
dential life, who said he got the job
partly because he had Greek experi-
ence and also because he was inter-
ested in doing it.

“I was very willing to take on
those additional responsibilities,”
Zabriskie said.

How did Albion get in this posi-
tion in the first place?

According to Batterbee, when

school finished for the year in May,
it was known that there were three
people leaving. A fourth position
opened during the summer
Batterbee noted that this is not an
unusual problem for colleges and
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Lawrence Tucker, assistant director
of Residential Life

universities.

“All over, there are not enough
housing director candidates to fill
housing director vacancies,”
Batterbee said.

According to Batterbee, Albion’s
qualifications for RD include a
Master’s degree in “student person-

nel or related field,” as well as live-in
residential life experience.
Depending on the position,
Batterbee added, additional qualifi-
cations apply. For example, the RD
for Twin is generally the judicial co-
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Latrina Denson, assistant director of
residential life

ordinator, and thus would require a
candidate with experience or knowl-
edge in judicial affairs.

The positions will be posted dur-
ing the fall, in hopes that they will be
filled by “Master’s level December
graduates,” Batterbee said.

Atleast until second semester, the

current RD’s may have some added
responsibilities.

Latrina Denson, who is the RD
for Whitehouse, International House
and Dean Hall, has also picked up
Burns street apartments and Briton
house apartments for the time being.
She said that she is, “pretty comfort-
able with the issue.”

Denson plans to work very
closely with her resident assistants.

“Thave weekly meetings with my
RA's rather than bi-weekly meetings.
It’s easier to keep track of everyone,”
Denson said.

According to Denson, she hopes
to make herself more accessible to her
students through her RA's.

Andrew Campbell, RD for
Seaton, Fiske, the annexes and tem-
porarily for Twin towers, is mostly
concerned that he remain in touch
with the students.

“I am more of an administrator
than I have been in the past, and more
than I want to be,” Campbell said.

“It’s a problem because I don’t

———— see 'RD’s’pg. 2
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Albion ranking unchanged

Patrick O’'Connell
Staff Editor

“U.S. News and World Report™
has published their annual ranking of
the nation’s colleges and universities.
Albion came out ranked in the third
tier among national liberal arts col-
leges.

Albion joined Alma in tier three,
while Kalamazoo and Hope. mem-
bers of the Great Lakes Colleges As-
sociation with Albion, were ranked
in tier two.

The rankings are based on over-
all academic reputation, class size,
graduation rates, retention rates, num-
ber of full-time faculty. acceptance
rate and alumni giving. The scores in
each category combine to give a
school an overall ranking.

The top 40 schools are consid-
ered tier one schools, the schools
ranked 41-89 are placed m tier two.
and the colleges ranked 90-122 are
in tier three. After number 40 the
magazine does not assign a school a
particular ranking. only a tier posi-
tion,

The rankings are divided into
four overall categories: national uni-
versities. regional universities. na-

tional liberal arts colleges. and re-

gional liberal arts colleges.

Albion’s placement in the na-
tional liberal arts colleges category
reflects the fact that all schools in that
classification focus exclusively on
undergraduate education and award
at least 40 percent of their degrees in
liberal arts disciplines. according to
the report.

Regional liberal arts colleges.
where Hillsdale College was ranked
second in the Midwest, differ in that
they are less selective than the na-
tional colleges.

Alook at the actual numbers that
separate Albion from schools ranked
in the higher tiers finds the differences
to be extremely slight. Albion had an
identical academic reputation rating
and a better class size under 20 per-
centage than Hope. a higher gradua-
tion rate than Kalamazoo. and the
percentage of full time faculty at
Albion was higher than either of the
two schools placed in the higher di-
vision.

Kevin Kropf. associate director
of admissions. said that while the
magazine’s rankings are important.
being placed in tier three 1sn°t neces-
sarily going to lower admissions or
the overall reputation of Albion as an
academic institution.

“The higher ranked college isn't
always the better school for the stu-
dent.” Kropf said. “Any ratings
they're going to put out are purely
their opinion.”

While Kropf said that he would
like to see Albion rated higher. prel-
erably in the top tier. Albion isn’t
going 1o panic because of the rank-
ing.

“Are we going to start tinkering
with things so that we can show bet-
ter in the rankings? I don’t think so.
Does the ranking adequately reflect
what Albion College really is? No.”
Kropf said.

Two years ago. the Albion Col-
lege Student Senate moved to offi-
cially denounce the magazine’s rat-
ing. claiming that the methods and
techniques used to compiled the data
gave Albion an unfair rating. This
year there has been no such move.

Anne Kretzmann. River Forest,
[11. junior. said she was familiar with
the “U.S. News and World Report™

rankings. but was unaware of

Albion’s most recent placement.

“It does a little bit concern me.”
But she continued by saying. 1 think
that the regional reputation of Albion
is good enough that the ranking
doesn’t matter.”

Student Senate—

The Campus and Community
Relations Committee is holding its
first open discussion of the year.
The event will take place on Tues-
day. September 22 at 8 p.m. in the
Kellogg Center Living Room. The
topic will be Safery ar Albion:
What are the Issues? This event
will allow any student or member
of the college community o par-
ticipate in voicing their concerns
on this 1ssue.

Campus News...

Admissions—

The Council for Advancement
and Support of Education (CASE)
has awarded Albion College a Sil-
ver Medal for Worldwide Web site
development.

Albion is one of the ten colleges
and universities chosen out of 130
web sites chosen,

According to the panel of CASE
judges. Albion’s page stood out be-
cause of its innovation and its intro-
duction of America’s First Virtual

Open House. which was held Tast
February.

The Open House featured over 70)
chat rooms and reached students
across the country and over seas.
Judges were impressed and noted that
the site also “factlitates applications
through an online application and
includes a virtual tour. Finally. Albion
has an admissions counselor dedi-
cated to answering e-mail and pro-
viding counseling electronically.”

APALS—

APALS sponsors Quartetto
Gelatto. a Canadian quartet. at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday in Goodrich
Chapel. The quartet mixes classical
melodies, operatic artas. dance mu-
sic and gypsy hiddling with a dozen
different instruments.

Tickets to APALS events are free
0 APALS subscribers and current
faculty. staff. students and retired ad-

ministrators and faculty emeriti of

Albion College.

Community—

AL 145 p.m.on Friday. the Al-
bion Department of Public Safety.
responded to a train and pedestrian
accident at the intersection of Hu-
ron and East Porter Streets. An
Amtrak passenger train struck
Percy Williams. a 94 year old man
in a motorized wheelchair. He was
pronounced dead at the scene due
to massive injuries. The incident 1s
still under investigation at this time.
No passengers were injured.

Study in

Seville, Spain

» Semester, Academic Year, January, & Suminer terms ©
* Coursces at all levels taught in Spanish = Small classes « College credit »

* Financial aid « Homestays « Internships = Field trips = email »

Havana, Cuba

Winter & Sumimer terms * 3 week, 4-credit course 1in English or Spanish

Call for catalog and free video

1-800-377-2621
cces@crocker.com

http://www.cccs.com

Spain & Cuba

Ccntcrﬁ)r
Cross o C ultural

Visit our representative:

The

Stu dy

Hows: Mon -Fin 6:30 to 4:00
Alter 400 by Appolnimant
Cosad Wednesday

Sat. 530 1200

THE SNUG

Tom Powaers - Master Garber

30 Years Experience

101 W Porter Stresl
Abeon, M| 45224
517-623-2410

Now Showing:

\
' Something About Mary:

FW-3:10, 7:30, 945
| Sabt—2:15, 510, 7:30, 9:45
Sun.—2:15,5:10, 7:30

{ M, T, The—510, 730

| F W
Sat 2:300, 5:20. 7:20)
Sun.—2:30), 5:20, 7:20

M, T, Th

5:200, 7:20

5:20, 7:20

Licket prices

Newly designed - professionally managed

| The New Bohm Theater

| (517) 629-888 1

. Air Bud Golden Receiver:

$2.75 for children 12 and under. senior citizens and before 6
pm and $3.75 after 6 pm

Wednesday 1s College Night—Buy one ticket, get another free

(with College 1.D.) |

Rush Hour:
F, W—5:45, 7:45, 10:00
Sat.— 245, 5:45, 7:45, 10:00)

Sun.—2:45, 5:45, 7:45, 10:00

M, T, Th.—5:45, 7:45 ‘
Knockoff:

F, Sat, W—9-20
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As We See It

Accessibility issues
raised on campus

President Peter Mitchell has been setting an abundance
of goals for the Albion College community. These goals
include increasing enrollment and formulating an overall
vision for the college. However, in order to achieve these
goals, we need to be sure that we can meet the needs of
everyone here at Albion.

One issue that has been raised before and still hasn’t gone
away 1s handicap accessibility on campus. While all of the
academic buildings on campus are accessible for wheelchair
use, there are still buildings on this campus that are not.

Baldwin Dining Hall, one of the buildings that receives
the most use by a majority of the students as well as guests,
is the building with the worst accessibility. With the recent
remodeling of the loading dock, there is some improvement,
yet one needs to go to the rear entrance of Baldwin and
through the kitchen to access the elevator.

We at the Pleiad feel that this issue is of the utmost im-
portance, and if we are setting a vision to move this institu-
tion into the next century, we need to address a problem such
as this, which inhibits the accessibility of our college to oth-
ers. We hope that this matter is taken care of in an efficient
manner.

We would like to congratulate the administration for not-
ing the problem, and for taking the first steps in renovating
the college’s facilities. With a ramp included in the Goodrich
Chapel renovation and the upcoming remodeling which will
make the front entrance of Baldwin barrier free, we acknowl-
edge that they continue to move in the right direction.

While we realize that this process could take time and
money, it is an important task that must be taken care of
quickly. Fortunately our administration realizes that there is
a problem and 1s working to correct it.

an unsigned “as we see it” represents a majority
consensus of the editorial staff
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Albion finally in spotlight

“Albion? Where the hell is that?”

A common reaction when [ name
my college.

Not well known outside of
Michigan, most people are not famil-
iar with our small liberal arts school
stuck in the Midwest.

Well, those days are
over. Albion College has
risen from the ranks of ob-
scurity to national fame.

Last semester, we had
some successful coverage
after the Virtual Open
House. Yet hardly enough
to make “Albion College”
a household name.

But in the past six months or so,
Albion has been mentioned in two
major publications and on the Tonight
Show.

It all started with an infamous
brochure. It showed President
Clinton standing next to an Albion
intern, with the caption “Get hands-
on experience at Albion College.”

Obviously, the brochure was pub-
lished pre-Monica, pre-dress stain,
and “pre-apology.”

But the unfortunate wording let
Albion have a small piece of notori-

L

Laura Bogardus
director of career development

Q: I keep hearing about a career
e-mail list. Whatisit? Is it
just for seniors?
-Wondering in Wesley

A: Dear Wondering in Wesley,

The Career E-mail Distribution
List is one tool you can use to stay
connected to career opportunities and
information. The Office of Career
Development uses the list to dissemi-
nate timely information to students.
Internship opportunities, job open-
ings, workshop notices, or a change
in the on campus recruiting schedule
might be sent via this list. It does not
represent all of the information in the
office, but it does inform you of some
great opportunities.

The list is actually four distribu-
tion lists, broken down by career
fields using academic majors as
guidelines. It is best to sign up for
the list that most closely matches your

ety in a national scandal.

Jay Leno brought our local joke
to a national audience in his “Head-
lines” on the Tonight Show. He fea-
tured the brochure, but unfortunately
muddled the pronunciation of Albion
so it thymed with Zion. But none-
theless, there we were, on national
TV.

Most of the faculty and students
that [ talked to thought the brochure
was funny, and were amused by
Leno’s inclusion in his routine.

Maybe that could have been our
angle for wider recognition. “Albion-
the college with a sense of humor.”

But the girl in the photo didn’t
think it was so funny.

According to the August 31 is-
sue of “Time Magazine,” “Carrie
Photsios, a former intern at the Jus-
tice Department, is suing Jay Leno
over a joke he made using a photo of
her standing next to President
Clinton.”

And there we were, in a major
publication-Albion College.

According to “Time,” Photsios is

suing Leno and three others for
$75,000 worth of “embarrassment,
humiliation and indignity.”

But still, I think we can work with
this. Maybe now our angle can be,
“Albion graduates—identifying and
seizing economic opportunities.”

Concurrently to the “Time” ar-
ticle, Albion was mentioned in an-
other major publication, “U.S. News
and World Report.”

The college rankings came out,
and once again, Albion was disap-
pointed by the third tier sta-
tus.

The August 31 issue
ranked Kalamazoo and
Hope both in the second tier,
while we sit lower on the
page.

But all is not lost.
Albion is the first school
mentioned in the third tier.

True, after the first tier the indi-
vidual rankings stop and the colleges
are listed alphabetically.

But who really reads the fine print
anyway?

“Albion College—the very best
of the lower third.”

Most people remember the scan-
dals much better and much longer
than anything positive, so maybe we
can turn all this to our advantage.

“Albion? Oh, I think I've heard
of it.”

That’s a reaction [ can live with.

Career development
offers opportunity

career interests. For example, if you
are a philosophy major and are inter-
ested in marketing, sign up for the
business list. If you are undecided,
join the group that sounds the most
interesting.  Feel free to sign up for
more than one group.

All students, from first year
through senior year, are encouraged
to join. Internship opportunities can
be relevant at each level, and it is
important for underclass students to
become familiar with and utilize the
Office early in their college careers.
This service can be beneficial for
those who plan to attend graduate
school as well as those seeking em-
ployment after graduation.

Signup s easy! Contact Career
Development’s home page, visit the
Office, call x0332, or e-mail
Iblaney @pci.albion.edu for simple
instructions!

Do you have a question you
would like answered in the Pleiad by
Career Development? Mail it to the
Office of Career Development, 4900
KC, or you can send e-mail to
Ibogardus @pci.albion.edu
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Above: Jovan Giaimo, Wyandotte junior, works at his site
on City Service Day. Left: Albion College students and
community members band together to better our Albion
community. Below left: Mackenzie Wheeler, Golden Valley,
Minn. junior and Jennifer Wolf, Sterling Hts. freshman, team
up at the Whitehouse Nature Center.

City Service Day brings students and community together

Once again the campus community and the community of Albion worked together to better our environment.
This year over two hundred people participated at sixteen different sites. This year was the first that upperclassmen as
well as first year students were invited to participate in the day’s activities. “[ think that it was a neat way of getting
freshmen immersed in Albion College and the community. It was a good way [for them] to meet upperclassmen and
do something positive in the community,” said Mackenzie Wheeler, Golden Valley, Minn. junior.

At many of the sites, weeding and picking up trash were important activities. Some participants straightened
shelves and washed walls at the Albion Public Library, while others folded clothes and compiled food baskets at the
Missionary Outreach Church. Matthew Okraszewski, Gladstone senior, summed it up nicely when he said, “It
introduced a lot of people to different ways in which they can better the community. Hopefully they will continue to
become more active in Albion’s community, as well as their home community.”

Speaker says students are taught fantasy history

Laurel Weinman
Staff Writer

Imagine a historical landmark glorifying a city official
who was largely responsible for making an American city
racist and segregated. No such landmark would be allowed to
remain standing, right? The residents of Dearborn, Michigan
know differently.

This suburban town was home to Orville L. Hubbard,
mayor from 1942 to 1978. During this time, he helped make
Dearborn a segregated community. A statue in his honor
stands in front of the city hall.

For the 87% of Americans who haven't had a college-
level history course, the information obtained from these
historic markers are usually taken as fact. This mass false
education of our citizens, especially our youth, is what
inspired author James Loewen to write “Lies My Teacher
Told Me: Everything Your High School History Textbook Got
Wrong.” Loewen spoke here Sept. 8 in the first event of the
Albion Performing Artist and Lecture Series.

“We have been lied to in high school and in other aspects
of our culture—and throughout the educational system, not
just in high school,” said Loewen, professor of sociology at
the University of Vermont.

Loewen said he was shocked at what his college students
knew, or more importantly what they did not know, about
American history. He said his students had readily accepted
falsehoods and myths that were presented to them in history
textbooks for decades.

“Textbooks aren’t based on what they should be based

on,” Loewen said. “Generally, they are based on each other.
So the mistakes made in 1890 are still mistakes made today.”

Loewen, who spent two years at the Smithsonian
Institution researching twelve widely used American history
textbooks, argues that many key events and concepts in
history are misunderstood and misinterpreted in these books.

As a result, he said, high school teachers have been
inadvertently feeding their students falsehoods about Ameri-
can history.

It also became obvious to Loewen that most high school
history classes do not do justice to recent history when he
discovered that 22% of his college freshman class thought the
Vietnam War was fought between North and South Korea.
Loewen speculated that most history teachers shy away from
the more recent past to avoid the controversy that surrounds
the issues.

“The perversions that have been done to American history
in high school textbooks are terrible,” Loewen said.

Even one of the most famous events in American history,
the discovery of the “New World™ by Columbus, is now told
almost as a myth, Loewen said. A myth that succeeds in
making Columbus more of a hero than he was. Through
misinterpretation of events, Columbus is described as the
great white man of history rather than one who decimated
native cultures—including the entire indigenous population of
Haiti.

Loewen urged teachers and students to think critically
about all their readings, especially those in textbooks. Loewen
also noted that most textbooks turn students against the study
of history—one of the reasons why only 13% of Americans

take a history
course while in
college, Loewen
said.

College
history courses
are much better
because they
more often use
the “great™
secondary
sources that have
been published in
the last twenty
years, Loewen
said. Professors
also require their
students to think
critically about
what they read.

“Lies My
Teacher Told Me” won the 1996 American Book Award and
the Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for distinguished anti-racist
scholarship.

More information about Loewen and his work is
available at his web site: www.uvm.edu/~jloewen.

Loewen concluded with the thought that all of the
Americans who keep accepting their history from such
misleading sources are those who will go on putting up
statues for the likes of Orville Hubbard.

James Loewen
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Festival food booths celebrate

Emily Betz
Staff Editor

The baklava is flaky, the corn
bread sweet. The tamales? Piping
hot.

Over 65 food booths will line
Superior Street and Stoffer Plaza
tomorrow, vending cuisine that
represents almost every nationality
and culture. The chefs are all
Albion locals, sharing native and
family recipes for the 32nd annual
Festival of the Forks.

The small-town celebration is
the brainchild of three Albion
community members who, during
the 60s, worked to create a coming-
together of Albion’s rich ethnic
backgrounds.

According to Leslie Dick.
historian for the Albion Public
Library, part of Albion’s diversity
stems from the factories that once
boomed in the community.

“The foundries here needed
workers. and they went abroad to
bring in Russian and German
immigrants,” Dick said.

“Irish families also came to
build the railroads.”

She said that during World War
I, the foundries recruited Southern
African-Americans to work in
Albion. Later in the century.
Albion’s neighboring onion farms
attracted a strong Hispanic commu-
nity.

“We had this diversity here and
were doing nothing to try to be
united.” said Anna Merritt, Festival
of the Forks steering committee

chair, “This festival is like a release.

everyone seems to look forit.”
The festival is named for the

confluence of the Kalamazoo River.

or the “forks™ where Albion’s early
settlers built the first lean-to shelter
in 1833.

River forks give the festival its
name, but it’s another kind of fork
that makes Albion’s population
double to 16,000 for the three-day
affair,

“Thirty-two years ago the big
event was the food booths, and
that's still true today.™ Merritt
added.

One of the ethnic food booths at the 1967 Festival of the Forks.

The Tines will start forming
around 10 a.m. Saturday. as
community members lay out their
fare. Mona Saldana. 417 N. Huron.
has spent the last two months
preparing over 1500 corn tortillas
for her now-famous tacos.

“I"ve been doing this for 28
years,” Saldana said. “Each year |
make more. but I always run out.”

Other local fTavor? There's

ethnicity

e

photo courtesy of Albion Public Library

sweel potato pie, pastries, ribs and
dozens of homemade cookies.

And according to Merritt,
visitors can enjoy a complete meal
for under $5.

The festival begins tonight,
with an African masquerade dance
performance at 7:30 p.m. in
Goodrich Chapel. At dusk,
luminaries will light the forks of the
Kalamazoo river in Rieger Park.

Saturday

Festival of the Forks Schedule of Events
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Information Booth—

Face Painting—Superior St.
Flea Market—Ricger Park/lonia St.

Features 5

Superior/Cass
4 Mile Run—Victory Park
Children’s Parade—

Forks Awards—Center St. Stage
Gardner House Museum--S.Superior St.
Food Booths—Superior and Stoffer Plaza

:
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friday
Public Library

Stoffer Plaza
Pet Show—Stofter Plaza

Church

Victory Park
Rieger Park
Goodrich Chapel

Superior St.

SISTER CITIES STEPPING TOGETHER
LES VILLES S8CEURS MAIN DANS LA MAIN

Art Show and Book Sale—Albion

Bicycle Decorating Contest—

Spaghetti Dinner—Salem United
Luminaries at the River—
Children’s Carnival Rides—
African Masquerade Dancers—

Gardner House Museum—

Rieger Park

Arts and Crafts Booths—

Superior St.

Art Show and Book
Sale—Public Library

Bingo Tent—E. Superior St.
Public Parking Lot

Boy Scout Canoe Race—-

Victory Park

Chicken BBQ—Stoffer

Plaza

Around Town

Superior St.

Michigan and Superior
Ambulance Service—Cuss

Albion Public Safety—

Cass and Superior
Antique Thrashers—

Children’s Activities—All

Safety

Children’s Carnival
Rides—Ricger Park
Costume Characters

Live Entertainment—Center St. Stage

Llamas—Riceer Park

Mr. Lee Music—Stolfer Plaza

National Guard Unit—Victory Park

Petting Zoo—Riceer Park

Pie Eating Contest—Superior and Erie St.

Pony Rides—Ricger Park

Public Awareness Information—Eric
and Superior

Quilt Drawing—Gardner House Museum

Softball Tournament—Harris Field

3 on 3 Basketball—Parking Lot behind
Public Safety

Water Ball Contest—Cuass Street Bridge

Derick Edwards Bike Safety
Jamboree—Victory Park Pavillion

Evening Parade—Superior St.

Teen Dance—Parking Lot behind Public

Children’s Carnival Rides—Ricger Park
Gardner House Museum—Superior St.
Softball Tournament—Harris Field
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Sunday

Attention All ResNet Users

(CurrentorFuture)

The September 15th deadline for registration of
your ResNet connection has been extended. Toen-
sure your continued connection to ResNet, please
register as soon as possible at http://
www.albionedu/resnet

Wolt's Auto Repair
CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS ~ SPECIALIZING IN
AUTOMOBILE

MI STATE LIC #MI-49728 AIR CONDITIONING

CAR PROBLEMS?
Don't wait 'til the last minute.
Get it fixed NOW!!
ALL GAS AND DIESEL ENGINE WORK

MAJOR/MINOR REPAIRSeELECTRONICS
TRANSMISSIONeENGINE TUNE-UPS

(517) 629-6613
116 E. Erie Albion, MI 49224

MON.-FRI. 8 AM.-5:30 PM. oSAT. 8 AM.-| PM.


http://www.albion.aju/resnet
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“These are our friends from Michigan.”

This may seem like a normal introduction
and 1t is until the story behind it is heard.

Three Albion College students, Emily Line,
Marshall junior, Jennifer Barnes, Wyandotte
junior, and Casey Monroe, Portage senior, took
time this summer to visit a group of friends.
This would be quite typical for anyone, only
that their group of friends is just that, a group,
Blessid Union of Souls.

Following last spring’s concert when
Blessid performed at the Dow Recreation and
Wellness Center, Line and Barnes introduced
themselves to the members of the band. After
hanging out with them for a while, they over-
heard guitarist Jeff Pence say he was hungry.

“He said he was hungry and since none of
the other band members wanted to go out, we
told him we'd take him to Cascarelli’s,” Line
said.

Pence accepted and the girls invitation took
him back to Whitehouse to get Line’s car keys.

After Cascarelli’s, the friends went back to
the Best Western motel to visit the rest of the
band. Before leaving, they exchanged e-mail
addresses with Blessid and were invited to their
next concert in Cleveland.

Cleveland was the first of six concerts at-
tend by Line, Barnes and Monroe. The other
concerts were in Bloomington, Il1., Toledo,
South Bend, and two in Indianapolis.

Over the course of those concerts, the girls
formed a close friendship with the five-mem-
ber band. Following each concert, the girls
socialized with the band and members of other
bands. The girls and some members of Blessid
went out to eat on several occasions and would
also go shopping together.

“When you're with them, you'd never
know they’re famous,” Line said. “They’re so
down to earth. It's like we've known them for
years.”

The friends not only had the pleasure of

meeting and hanging out with Blessid before
and after their concerts, they also got to meet
and see several other artists perform. These
include, Lisa Loeb, Edwin McCain, who sings
current hit, “I'll Be,” Meredith Brooks, who
sings “Bitch,” and Billie Meyers, who has the
current hit “Kiss the Rain.”

When the girls were in the lobby of the
Embassy Sweet Hotel in Indianapolis with
Blessid’s lead singer Eliot Sloan, he introduced
them to Lisa Loeb.

“These are our friends from Michigan.”

For an avid fan of any band, following one
group around to several different concerts is
normal. Perhaps that fan has a few T-shirts, a
few posters hanging in his or her room, or per-
haps an autographed picture.

For Line, Barnes and Monroe, their rela-
tionship with Blessid goes beyond that. They
regularly e-mail each other and occasionally
talk on the phone. Whenever Blessid performs,
Sloan will e-mail the girls the information and
will have their tickets and backstage passes
ready for them. Also, at each concert they at-
tend, Blessid always stops and acknowledges
that Line, Barnes and Monroe are in the crowd.

“When we're watching them perform and
we know there are 10,000 people all there to
watch them too and they point to us. . .” Barnes
said, “it’s such a moving experience,” finished
Line.

“We don’t consider it special treatment, we
Just consider it a genuine friendship,” Monroe
said. “It's a great feeling when all their scream-
ing fans are asking for an autograph after a con-
cert and they’re paying attention to us.”

“We don’t consider it out of the ordinary
because we consider them friends for life,” Line
added.

“T'll never look at another concert the same
way,” Monroe said. “It’s a different feeling
when you're watching them because when the
concerts ends, our time with them is not over.”

At the Circle Fest concert in Indianapolis,
the band even dedicated the song “I Wanna Be
There,” to “our good friends.”

Standing front row at the Bloomington con-
cert, the girls got another surprise.

Photo courtesy of Emily Line

“During their concert in Bloomington, we
were taken off guard when the microphone was
put in our faces to sing to the song of “Oh Vir-
ginia,” Line said.

“My favorite thing about them was that they
were always so excited to see us,” Monroe said.
“And now, when I hear them on the radio, it’s
like hearing a friend on the phone. I just get
instantly excited.”

Each girl has something to remind them of
the band too. Barnes has a favorite hat of
Sloan’s.

On top of a pile of pictures of the band,
Monroe also has a place mat autographed by
the band from a time they went out to eat to-
gether. Charlie Roth, Blessid’s keyboard and
guitar player, gave Line his harmonica.

“It’s completely different hearing their
music now because it brings back so many
memories of them,” Line said. “My heart drops
and I'm instantly reminded of our wonderful
memories this summer.”

Photo courtesy of Emily Line

Photo courtesy of Casey Monroe

Above: (L-R) Emily Line, Marshall junior, Eliot
Sloan, Blessid Union of Souls lead singer, Jennifer
Barnes, Wyandotte junior, and Casey Monroe,
Portage Senior, stop for a picture before the girls
departed after a Blessid concert. Barnes is wearing
the hat Sloan gave to her.

Left: Lisa Loeb and her guitarist Dweezel Zappa
opened for Blessid at the Fourth of July “Uncle Sam
Jam" in Indianapolis.

Below: Line and Blessid Union guitarist Jeff
Pence trade shoes. Line is wearing the shoes Pence
wears for every performance.

Photo courtesy of Emily Line
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Volleyball season opens with record kills, 5 wins

Returning players make for strong talent and early success for the team

Patrick O’Connell
Staff Editor

One point at a time, one match at
a time.

Thatis the philosophy of the 1998
Albion College women’s volleyball
team.

This style of thinking has helped
the team to begin the season with a
record of 5-4, and after two seasons
with a combined record of 17-45 (5-
19 in the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association), the team is
looking to turn the past two year’s
hardships into success.

“We're learning to compete at a
higher level this year,” said Darrell
Sedersten, head coach and assistant
professor of physical education.

The team split its opening sea-
son tournament with two wins and
two losses, then came home to de-
feat Kalamazoo Sept. 9 in a stunning
comeback victory for the team’s first
MIAA win, only one away from their
total for all of last year in the confer-
ence.

While this year’s team does not
have any seniors on it, Sedersten
doesn’t think the team lacks leader-
ship.

“Even though we're not mature
school-wise we're becoming mature
as volleyball players,” he said.

Outside hitter Jennifer Barnes,
Wyandotte junior, set a team record

with 20 kills in last week’s victory
over Kalamazoo. She was also named
the MIAA player of the week.

Setting Barnes up for most of the
kills 1s setter Carla Trzeciak, Allen
Park junior. Trzeciak had 40 assists
in the match versus Kalamazoo, and
rarely spends time off the floor.

In addition to Barnes and
Trzeciak, anumber of other key play-
ers return to the squad, including
middle hitter Allison Bennett, Battle
Creek junior, and six-foot outside hit-
ter Lisa Reiter, Dearborn junior. The
additions of sophomore and freshman
players give this year’s team balance
and good depth.

“Our depth is what really helps
us. I feel very confident for girls to
come off the bench. Depth will take
us a long way,” Sedersten said.

The team’s victory over
Kalamazoo last week in front of a
very loud crowd at Kresge Gymna-
sium served as notice that this is a
different type of team than the squad
that finished next to last in the MIAA
last year.

“We've played together for three
years,” said Kellie Conlin, Royal Oak
junior, referring to the other juniors.
“It’s just falling into place this year.
We have fun together. We all want it
this year...bad.”

Conlin said that the Kalamazoo
match, a contest that saw Albion
come back from a 2 games to 1 defi-
cit to win the next two games 15-1,

15-7, was a match that helped the
Brits realize their potential.

“We knew we could play that
well. This got our confidence up,” she
said.

“We haven't beat Kalamazoo in
ten or fifteen years,” Trzeciak added.
“It was a huge stepping stone for us
on the league.”

The team split four games Sept.
I1and 12 at the Hanover Tournament
in Indiana, beating Olivet and
Franklin and losing to Hanover and
DePauw.

Rillie Spink, Hanover sopho-
more, had 25 kills against Franklin
College, overtaking the record set
only days ago by Barnes.

The Brits have hustle and deter-
mination, but Conlin adds that the
team has spiced up their offensive
scheme this year.

She said that quicker plays and
less hitting from the outside have
helped to take opposing teams off-
guard.

Aware that it is still early,
Sedersten says the team isn’t efficient
offensively yet, and that the team
should not become overconfident
because of early season wins.

“We're only as good as the last
point that we play,” he said.

As for the team’s season-long
goals, Barnes said, “Our ideal season
would be to finish the best we can in
the league, to finish number one or
number two.”

photo by Charlotte Florent

Jennifer Barnes, Wyandotte junior, set a team record last week in the match against
Kalamazoo. She was also named the MIAA player of the week.

Tennis building sidelined due to state-wide steel shortage

Zack Loeprich
Senior Editor

A steel shortage caused by the building
of a new Detroit Tiger Stadium in downtown
Detroit delayed construction of the new in-

door tennis facility.

The previous completion date for the

facility was slated for the end of November.
Administrators hoped to have the center up
and running by the beginning of the second
semester.

The indoor tennis facility, which origi-
nally was to be located between the Dow
Recreation and Wellness Center and the soc-
cer fields, has been moved and is now cur-
rently under construction on the northern
lawn of the Lomas Fieldhouse.

The new center will house four courts, two
coach’s offices, and an upper level viewing area.
The lighting for the tennis center will be mod-

eled after the lighting used in the University of

photo by Charlotte Florent

The new indoor tennis facility is under construction on the lawn of the Lomas Fieldhouse.

Michigan’s indoor tennis facility.

Funding for the new tennis facility has
been aided by Paul (Skip) Ungrodt Jr., *52
and trustee. This addition and its funding are
in large part due to last year’s Briton

Athletic Drive.

Previously, the men’s and women’s ten-
nis teams were forced to practice in the Dow
Center during the colder winter and spring
months to prepare for the upcoming season.

Students struggled to find time to spend at
the Dow due to practice schedules for the
tennis teams, as well as the men’s and
women's track, baseball and softball teams.
Along with the time constraint, the Dow
courts are not specifically designed for ten-
nis. The lighting causes players problems and
only the center court has a back drop that
aids the players in seeing the ball.
According to Stacy Portenga, Traverse
City senior and tennis team member, the Dow
courts also changed the speed of the ball.
“Because of the rubber surface, the ball
skids across and comes at you so much faster.
Both Kalamazoo College and Hope Col-
lege have indoor tennis facilities. Since 1939,
the women’s tennis teams for Kalamazoo and
Hope have won or tied for the Michigan In-
tercollegiate Athletic Association conference
crown in all but six years. Kalamazoo's
men’s tennis team has won the MIAA every
year since 1936.

Sell Trips

Spring Break ‘99—

, Earn Cash & Go Free!!!
Travel erwces 1S now hiring campus reps/

%I up organizers. Lowest rates to Jamaica,
exico & Florida. Call 1- 800-648-4849

Student

Anna’s House of Flowers

Fresh, silk, and dried flowers
& plants, balloons, unique
gifts, cards, and gift wrap for
all occasions.
WORLD-WIDE DELIVERY

315 E. Michigan Ave. * Albion, MI 49224 * (517) 629-5583
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Britons raided by defending champs

Loss to Mt. Union puts record at 1-1 following first week win over Butler

Patrick O’'Connell
Staff Editor

Usually the sight of purple in the
end zone is a good sign for Briton
football fans. Not last Saturday.

The two-time defending cham-
pion Mt. Union Purple Raiders in-
vaded the Sprankle-Sprandel Sta-
dium end zone five times, three of
those scores coming unanswered in
the first quarter, as they extended their
collegiate best winning streak to 29
games with a 38-24 win over Albion.

The loss dropped the Briton’s
record to 1-1. Albion defeated Divi-
sion [-AA foe Butler 44-21 in the
team’s first game in Indianapolis.

But during the home opener the
Raiders showed why they are still the
team to beat in Div. III, using a var-
ied offensive attack and a swarming
defense to stun the Britons and quiet
an opening day crowd of 3,419.

In the first quarter, David Massey
scored on a run of two yards, fol-
lowed by a 45 yard touchdown catch
from Gray Smeck on Mt. Union’s
next possession. Ryan Gorius later
scored when he waltzed in virtually
untouched from 6 yards out to put the
Raiders, the winningest college foot-
ball team of the 90s, up 21-0.

“We came out maybe a little too
fired up, and we didn’t really focus
on what we needed to do,” said line-
backer Nicholas Gates, Ithaca junior,
who was the game’s leading tackler.
As a result he said, “We gave up a
couple of big plays. We dug ourselves
in the hole.”

Tailback Virgil Petty, West
Bloomfield senior, rushed for a game-
high 139 yards and one touchdown
on 22 carries against Mt. Union.

“We played hard. I wouldn’t say
they were the better team. We just
didn’t get it done. Just didn’t get it
done,” he said.

Petty’s touchdown came in the
fourth quarter and was the second of

Y

and put points on the board. Obvi-
ously we didn’t put enough up there,”
Petty said.

The 25 point halftime deficit
proved to be too much, and it didn’t
help that Albion surrendered one
more Mt. Union touchdown in the
second half.

It was not until Skelton’s catch,
on a perfectly thrown ball from quar-

game put them in a less vengeful
mood. Albion got off to a red-hot start
in week one, their eighth straight sea-
son opening win, soundly defeating
Butler by 24 points.

The defense had a much stron-
ger game against the Bulldogs, allow-
ing only 95 rushing yards, while re-
covering four fumbles, making two
interceptions and blocking a punt.
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Action from last Saturday's Albion loss to two-time defending Div. Il champion Mt. Union. Despite three late touchdowns,
the Britons were not able to overcome a 21-point first quarter deficit. Albion has this weekend off before taking on
Manchester in their final non-conference game on September 26 in North Manchester, Indiana.

three late scores by Albion. Bryndon
Skelton, Chelsea senior, made a driv-
ing catch in the front corner of the
end zone for the Brit’s first touch-
down of the game near the end of the
third quarter. Petty then rambled in
from 25 yards out, followed by a
Christopher Hohlbein, Shepard se-
nior, touchdown run of the identical
distance.

“We came out in the second half

terback Jason Whalen, Plymouth jun-
ior, that the Brits were able to break
down the door to the promised land.
Whalen quietly had a solid game,
completing 19 of 32 passes for 201
yards.

Petty is determined to get some
revenge.

“All T've got to say is that we'll
see them in the playoffs.”

The outcome of the Brits first

On the other side of the ball,
Holhbein rushed for 102 yards and
two touchdowns, one on a nifty cut-
back haul of 65 yards. Eddie Ward
I1, Detroit senior, was the Brits lead-
ing receiver with 5 catches for 106
yards and a touchdown. He made a
catch reminiscent of Skelton’s when
he laid out for a pass in the end zone
on a 10 yard toss from Whalen.

*“That was a pretty good game for

me,” said Ward. “That was the most
confident game ['ve ever played.
Everything went right.”

“He’s putting the ball in the right
spots. All I'm doing is catching the
ball,” said Ward, giving credit to
Whalen.

Petty also scored a touchdown for
Albion, but said the defense and team
stamina were the keys to the game.

“Our defense was tough. It
showed we were in better condition
than the other team.”

“That game was top quality. We
couldn’t have asked for a better
game,” he said.

The Britons have this weekend
off before finishing up their non-con-
ference schedule against Manchester
on September 26 in North Manches-
ter, Ind.

Ward said that while it would
have been nice to win the game
against a team the caliber of Mt.
Union, the season is far from lost.

“The consensus on the team was
that this was just another game.
We've got another game on the 26th.
This by no means ruins the season at
all,” he said.

Petty concluded, “I have great
confidence in this team. Being that
everybody stays healthy, we're go-
ing to have a real good team.”

The squad is getting geared up
for the Michigan Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Association conference opener
against Defiance on October 3 in
Ohio and is looking to dethrone last
years co-champions, Hope and
Adrian.

Country Lanes Bowling Alley

Located East of Downtown Albion on E. Michigan Ave.

(517) 629-9153

Direct T.U. sports:

Catch all your favorite football teams on
our big 6@” screen T1.L.

Reduced Food and Drinks for College students with College 1.D.

y Bring in this advertisement for a FREE game of bowling!!

N.F.L. Sunday Ticket &
ESPN College Package

Shell

WOLF'S

517-629-4910

ALBION
SHELL

Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
I Sun. & Holidays 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Full Service e Self Service
Quality Shell Gasoline & Shell Products
Tires e Batteries e Accessories ® Bait

Also now serving
cappuccino’s to go!!

100 E. Michigan Ave.
Albion, MI 49224




