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NEWS 

Eat Shop no cure for 
late night craving 

The Eat Shop has adopted shorter 
hours. Find out why. 
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M OPINIONS 

Letters to the Editor 

• Members of the Vision 
Commit tee inform the campus of 
their progress. 

• Student criticizes The Pleiad's 

coverage of Diversity Days. 
• Break the Silence thanks 

supporters for help during Coming 
Out Week 
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Tu hablas espanol? 
Intemati$ial student scares 

stories of her homelaad ip Costa 

Page 4 

Students serve the 
community 

Through the Student Volunteer 
Bureau, students spread their talents 
around the community. 
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Canal life 
Albion adds Venice to its list of 

off-campus programs. 
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Triathlon proves tough 
Eight members of the Albion 

College community recently 

participated in a triathlon in North 
Carolina. 
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SPORTS 

Cross examination 
The cross country teams wrapped 

up their seasons with strong 
finishes at the M I A A conference 
meet in Olivet last weekend. 
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Soccer team celebrates big win 

photo courtesy of Peter Gleiul inning 

Members of the Albion College men 's soccer team celebrate their first win at home with a 2-1 victory over Olivet Saturday. 

Director of financial aid resigns 
Department left with no one at helm until nationwide search is completed 

Rebecca Little 
Staff Writer 

After only a few months on the 
job. the new director of financial aid, 
Stacey Gartee, announced recently 
that he is resigning from his position, 
effective this month. 

"I struggled with this decision for 
the past few months. 1 believe that 
after several months in a new posi-
tion, one has to evaluate whether or 
not it feels like a good fit," Gartee 
said. "I feel 1 should be heading in 

another direction in my career, and 1 
was compelled to be honest with the 
college about my decision to pursue 
other opportunities." 

A financial aid director works 
with enrollment to oversee spending 
of college money as well as follow-
ing federal guidelines for giving aid 
to students. This important position 
will soon be left empty. 

Dan Meyer, vice president of en-
rollment, already has the heavy task 
of overseeing operations of the ad-
missions off ice and juggling finan-

cial aid. Now he will have to start the 
hiring process for director of finan-
cial aid all over again, having just 
completed it last semester. 

"A national search will begin 
within the next week, and hopefully 
there will be someone on board by 
January 1 M e y e r said. "I am confi-
dent we will find a replacement of 
equal or better quality, but I am dis-
appointed to see Stacey leave." 

After adjusting to Gartee, the of-
fice will have to start f rom scratch 
with another new director. 

"We just went through a transi-

t ion, so they will be equ ipped to 
handle it. We' re very happy with the 
team," Meyer said. 

Already this year, the office has 
g o n e t h r o u g h m a n y p e r s o n n e l 
changes. Right before Gar tee ' s an-
nouncement, another vacant position 
was finally filled. The off ice did not 
remain completely staffed for long. 

"in the interim, the financial aid 
office will work with me to do the best 
we can," Meyer said. "We have a great 
stall", but we need a new leader." 

How much should a college education cost? 
Financial aid office works to make an Albion education affordable for all 

Rebecca Little 
Staff Writer 

Stacey Gar tee ' s announcement 
that he is resigning from his position 
as director of financial aid puts a spot-
light on an important office on this 
campus and many others. 

With college costs on the rise, fi-
nancial aid cannot seem to keep up. 

"Unde rg radua t e s of Amer i can 
colleges will pay, on average, ap-
proximately 5 percent more this year 
than the last in tuition and fees at four-
year institutions," according to the 
College Board home page. 

The Albion College home page 
states that,"Albion is a tradition of ex-
cellence made affordable " 

Is it? 
"For the 1997-98 academic year, 

89 percent of all students at Albion 
College are receiving some form of 
financial aid," Gartee said. "65 per-
cent are receiving some type of need 
based assistance, while 51 percent 
work on campus ." 

Over the past ten years, tuition 
has increased 100 percent. But the 
amount the school receives in rev-
enue has only increased 50 percent, 
indicating that the college is trying 

to keep up its aid. 
In the sea of inflation, Albion is 

trying to stay afloat. But will students 
sink? 

Currently, Albion offers a num-
ber of scholarships based on leader-
ship, academic ach i evemen t s and 
o t h e r t a l en t s . A n d a c c o r d i n g to 
Albion's web site, need based awards 
totaled over $7 million. 

These scholarships, grants and 
any other gif t ass is tance are sub-
tracted from the student 's estimated 
financial contribution. 

' T h e remainder we try to make 
up with loans or work study," Gartee 

said. "We want to help you afford it." 
So what 's the problem? 
The problem lies within the self 

help assistance portion of aid, with 
loans and student employment . The 
scholarships and grants of ten cannot 
fill enough of the gap between the 
family 's contribution and need, so the 
remainder is offset with loans. 

According to Gartee, Albion is 
fourth of 125 institutions at default 
rate, meaning that graduates pay back 
their loans fairly quickly. 

The Sept. 8 issue of U.S. News 

— see 'financial aid,' p. 2 
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NEWSBRIEFS 

APALS presents 'Howard's 
End' at Bohm Theatre 

T h e Alb ion Pe r fo rming Artist a n d Lec ture Ser ies wil l p re sen t 

'Howard ' s E n d ' at 7 :30 p .m. Wednesday at the B o h m Theatre. Th i s 

romantic satire is set at the turn of the 20th century. T h e plot is centered 
around the shaky union of t w o separate families through a succession 

of literary coincidences. T h e Schlegel sisters, vivacious European so-

phisticates, are fated to repeatedly encounter and enlighten the presti-

gious Wilcox family. 
Admiss ion to all APALS events is f ree to APALS subscribers, stu-

dents, faculty, staff, retired administrators and faculty emeriti . Students, 

faculty and staff must present their col lege I.D.s at the door. Fo r m o r e 

information regarding APALS or this performance, please contact Helen 

Shafran, associate director of campus programs and organizations, at 

x0433. 

Class registration this week 
Registrat ion for the coming semester will t ake place this week . 

Seniors can register Monday and Tuesday, while all other students wil l 

register on Thursday. Registration will take place in Kresge C o m m o n s . 

Students w h o do not k n o w wha t t ime they are supposed to register c a n 

obtain this information from their academic advisors. 

Survivor's Panel to address 
campus on Monday 

S.H.A.R.E. (Sexual Harrasment and R a p e Educat ion) will sponsor 
a Survivor ' s Panel at 8 p.m. Monday in Norris 101. T h e panel consists 

of Albion students w h o will share their experiences with sexual assault. 

Late night snacking is now a 
memory at the Eat Shop 

Melissa Driessche 
S t a f f W r i t e r 

Where can you go at 1:30 a.m. 

when a sudden craving for a grilled 
cheese sandwich and French fr ies 

strikes? Not the Eat Shop. 

The Eat Shop now closes an hour 

e a r l i e r - a t I a.m. "Af te r evaluating a 

2 a.m. closing t ime for about a year, 

a consensus was reached that the traf-

fic count was much lower during that 
window between 1 a.m. and 2 a .m. ," 

said Stephen Schnorr, director of din-

ing and hospitality services, which 

o v e r s e e s the ope ra t i on of the Eat 

Shop. 

Schnorr also added that the ma-

jority of students w h o did come to 

the Eat Shop between 1:00 and 2:00 

a.m. were intoxicated.u l t only caused 

problems," he said. 

There were three key factors in 

the joint decision among dining and 

hospitality services. Student Senate 

and the Kel logg C e n t e r Board to 

close the Eat Shop an hour earlier. 

Because of the low traffic f low 

between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m., it simply 

was not worth the cost of keeping the 

Eat Shop open. 

"We found that we were losing 

money staying open that extra hour," 
Schnorr said. 

Another issue that decided the 

c lo s ing hours w a s the a m o u n t of 

drunk students w h o came in during 

the later hours. "We had incidents of 

photo by Jessie Jones 

A n Eat Shop employee gives a customer her change during the luncht ime rush 

on Tuesday. 

|extremely drunk] people passing out 

on the cash register and throwing up 

on the counters ," Schnorr stated. 

T h e final problem was parking 

for Eat Shop employees. Since they 

had to stay after 2 a.m. to clean and 

close the area, their cars would be 

ticketed by police for parking on the 

street during illegal hours. 

Al though only one student has 

called in to issue a formal complaint 

about the new hours, many are un-

happy with the one hour t ime differ-

ence . 

"It g ives s tuden t s a p l a c e to 

gather socially and eat late at night 

on campus , " said Dennis Anthony, 

Battle Creek junior. 

"I just don ' t think the change was 

n e c e s s a r y , " sa id A b b y S e m e y n , 

Nor thvi l ie senior. "You should be 

a b l e to g o w h e n e v e r y o u w a n t . 

Somet imes I get hungry really late." 

Kathy DeFever, Livonia senior, 

added, "I think the new hours are in-

considerate of the needs of the stu-

dents - especially on weekends." 

Regardless of student discontent, 

the hours of the Eat Shop will not be 

extended. Schnorr assures students, 

though, that they will not be further 

decreased. 

" W e will not be r e d u c i n g the 

hours anymore ," Schnorr said, "Stu-

dent Senate took a poll and the clos-
ing time agreed upon was 1 :(K) a .m." 

Schnorr added that students can al-

ways write suggestions on a piece of 

paper and present them to the cashier at 

the Eat Shop. He can' t promise that 
anything will happen, but the sugges-

tion will be read and considered. 

'Financial aid process explained' 
and World Report ranked Albion the 

sixth worst of the 160 national lib-

eral arts col leges in debt loads. This 

m e a n s that o u r g r adua t e s have a 
heavy debt burden. Based on 19% 

data from federal government , stale 

government , and college loans. 58 

percent of graduates have debt and 

the average amount per student at 
graduation is S I 7 . 9 5 6 . 

Financial aid is meant to supple-

ment a f a m i l y ' s ability to pay for 
school, but loans merely defer the bill 

rather than alleviate it. 

" I ' m not going to want to deal 

with the stress of paying off student 
loans and searching for a job at the 

same t ime," said Craig Ol / ak . Troy 

sophomore. "Not to mention paying 
three t imes what 1 actually received 

in aid." 

On top of rising college prices, 

federal aid has drifted f rom grant-
based to loan-based over the last two 

decades . In the 1996-97 academic 

year, 5.4 percent more money was 

available to students than in the pre-
vious year, but most of this increase 

was in the form of loans rather than 

g ran t s , a c c o r d i n g to the C o l l e g e 
Board website. 

While it looks like the government 
is working to help students deal with 
rising college costs, that help is merely 
delaying the bills, not paying them. 

"If 1 didn' t gel financial aid. I 

wouldn ' t be able to go here," said 

S h a r o n F i n n e g a n , G r a n d R a p i d s 

sophomore. " I t ' s loo expensive ." 

Albion is one of the most expen-
sive schools in the state.Tuilion, room 

and board this year totals S21.786. 

compared to the in-state $10,656 of 

Michigan State University. 

A c c o r d i n g to the Shu t t l e Ad-

vance home page, "about one-third 

of the s t u d e n t s a t t e n d i n g p u b l i c 

schools receive some financial aid. 

and two-thirds of the students at pri-

vate schools receive f inancial aid. 
More than half of all students partici-

pate in one of the federal financial 

aid programs." 

" T h e y ' r e t w o totally d i f f e ren t 
paradigms with 44 ,000 s tudents at 

M S U and approximately 22,000 on 

aid, and then Albion where there ' s 
1,600 students and about 1,200 on 

aid." Gartee said. "Our percentages 

may look better, but we have more 
merit scholarships available to our 

students than does State." 

But the fact remains that regard-

less of Albion 's academic reputation, 
famil ies still are looking for M S U ' s 

prices. The financial aid gifts are an 

important enticer. 

"Financial aid was a big factor 
when 1 was looking at schools, and 
Albion gave me the best package," 

sa id M i k e M a r a , N a p e r v i l l e , 111. 

sophomore . 

But will Albion be able to o f fe r 

that same sort of incentive when en-
rollment increases? 

A c c o r d i n g to M e y e r , the in-
creased enrollment will not affect the 

aid that upperclassmen are already re-

ceiving. but it will affect the finan-

cial aid packages of incoming fresh-

men. The existing money will have 

to be distr ibuted a m o n g more stu-

dents. 

"Financial aid may not necessar-
ily go down. If you demonstrate eli-

continued from page 1 

gibility for federal aid, you get it. That 

won ' t change," Gartee said. "It will 

affect the aid we have available, but 

think in terms of a business. If you 
increase the amount of cus tomers , 

there will be more money to do things 
with. More resources will be needed, 

but more will be created." 

" | President Peter | Mitchell 's goal 
is s low but steady growth . He be-

lieves we 'd be a stronger school at 

1800 than we are at 1600, and I sup-
port that." Meyer said. "But it's not 

going to be an easy task to increase 

size and maintain quality while con-

trol l ing aid expend i tu res . We will 

have to work together to balance all 
t h r e e -

Meyer also said that the o f f ice 

wants to decrease its discounting rate, 

s o the o f f i c e is go ing to s imul ta -

neously try to slightly reduce aid in 

the face of rising college prices, and 

increase enrol lment-a l l without a di-

rector. 

Inevitably, next year ' s f reshman 

class will have an increased amount 

in loans to make up the difference, 

an unfortunate consequence of infla-

tion and rising prices. 

Financial Aid Facts 

• Students at Albion College receiving financial aid: 89% 

• Students at Albion College receiving need based assistance: 65% 

• Students at Albion College who have on campus jobs: 51 % 

• College students who graduate with debts from student loans: 58% 

• Average amount of debt from student loans: $17,956 

• Comprehensive cost for tuition, room and board at Albion College for 

1997-98 academic year: $21,786 
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As We See It 
Diversity is central 
to the liberal arts 

It s h o u l d h a v e b e e n b l a t a n t l y o b v i o u s to e v e r y o n e t ha t t h i s 

y e a r ' s C o m i n g O u t W e e k e l i c i t e d a s t r o n g r e s p o n s e o n c a m -

p u s - a r e s p o n s e w h i c h all m e m b e r s o f t h e A l b i o n C o l l e g e c o m -

m u n i t y s h o u l d b e u p s e t a b o u t . 

V a r i o u s i n c i d e n t s , r a n g i n g f r o m a s h e e t s i g n b e i n g t o r n d o w n 

t o t h r e a t e n i n g s i g n s b e i n g p o s t e d in t h e r e s i d e n c e h a l l s , w e r e in 

d i r e c t c o n t r a d i c t i o n t o t h e A l b i o n C o l l e g e D i v e r s i t y S t a t e m e n t , 

w h i c h s t a t e s , k i We s e e k . . . t o f o s t e r a n e n v i r o n m e n t o f m u t u a l 

r e s p e c t , a c c e p t a n c e , a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d c a r i n g f o r all m e m b e r s o f 

o u r c o m m u n i t y . " 

W h i l e The Pleaid w i s h e s to n e i t h e r c o n d o n e n o r c o n d e m n 

h o m o s e x u a l i t y a n d h o m o s e x u a l a c t s , w e w o u l d l ike t o a f f i r m 

t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e d i v e r s i t y s t a t e m e n t . O n e o f the f o u n d a t i o n s 

u p o n w h i c h a l ibe ra l a r t s i n s t i t u t i o n is bu i l t is t h e a f f i r m a t i o n o f 

d i v e r s i t y . N o t o n l y s h o u l d t h i s d i v e r s i t y i n c l u d e t h e s t a n d a r d s 

o f r a c e , c r e e d a n d g e n d e r , b u t it s h o u l d a l s o i n c l u d e s e x u a l o r i -

e n t a t i o n , a l o n g w i t h d i v e r s i t y in i d e a s a n d l i v i n g s t y l e s . 

Pa r t o f b e i n g a l ibe ra l a r t s s t u d e n t is b e i n g e x p o s e d to t h e 

u n f a m i l i a r , a n d in s o m e c a s e s , t h e u n c o m f o r t a b l e . H a v i n g o u r 

v i e w s c h a l l e n g e d s h o u l d b e o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t l e a r n i n g e x p e r i -

e n c e s o f o u r c o l l e g e c a r e e r s . 

W e at The Pleiad w o u l d l i ke t o c o m m e n d S a l l y W a l k e r , 

v i c e p r e s i d e n t a n d d e a n f o r s t u d e n t a f f a i r s , a n d the P r e s i d e n t ' s 

A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e o n M u l t i c u l t u r a l A f f a i r s f o r t h e m e m o -

r a n d u m t h e y s en t t o t h e c a m p u s c o m m u n i t y , a l o n g w i t h t h o s e 

i n d i v i d u a l s w h o d e f e n d e d t h e r i g h t s o f " B r e a k t h e S i l e n c e " t o 

p r o m o t e a w a r e n e s s of g a y , l e s b i a n a n d b i s e x u a l i s s u e s . 

W e e n c o u r a g e all m e m b e r s o f t h e c a m p u s c o m m u n i t y t o 

p r a c t i c e w h a t is w r i t t e n in t h e D i v e r s i t y S t a t e m e n t , p r o m o t i n g 

r e s p e c t f o r all p e o p l e , r e g a r d l e s s o f w h e t h e r o r no t w e m a y a g r e e 

w i t h t h e i r l i f e s t y l e s o r v i e w s . 

an unsigned "as we see it" represents a majority 

consensus of the editorial staff 
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Pleiad's priorities questioned 
To the editor: upset. I don ' t know if it was miscom- is truly what we as Albion College 

1 would like to express m y ex- munication or busy time schedules or students should be reading, but 1 don ' t 

t reme displeasure with The Pleiad's merely not enough space to include think so. Needless to say, The Pleiad 

c o v e r a g e of D i v e r s i t y D a y s and an in d e p t h a r t i c l e . W h e n 1 see served a great injustice to the students 
Peace Fest. 1 had an 

i n t e r v i e w w i t h a 

member of the staff 
a b o u t t w o w e e k s 

ago. I provided her 

with multiple pieces 
of information with 

which to write an in 
depth and factual ar-

ticle. To my knowl-

edge that article was 

written. 

However, some-

o n e f r o m t h e 

editorial staff dec ided it would be 

this week, not merely 

an in jus t i ce to the 
students sponsor ing 

the events but an in-

justice to those who 

could have benefited 
f r o m these e v e n t s . 

I 'm usually support-
ive of student orga-

nizat ions and don ' t 
claim to be involved 

in f l a w l e s s g r o u p s 

myse l f , but 1 think 

this is one time that 

threeand a half pages of an eight page The Pleiad made some poor choices. 

Maybe my ideas of impor-
tance are twisted and a Discover 
ad is what we as Albion College 
students should be reading, but I 
don't think so." 
-Craig Olzak, Troy sophomore 

appropriate to wri te a small blurb, paper are filled with advert isements 

about this full week of events. This I one would think that something as 

can deal with. However , when 90% relevant as diversity could get some 

of the information in this short blurb space. Maybe my ideas of importance Craig Olzak, Troy sophomore and 

is incorrect. That is when I became are twisted, and maybe a Discover ad chair of the Umbrel la Group 

Vision Committee requests further 
help from students and faculty 
To the editor: 

We would like to thank the mem-

bers of Albion Col lege who have so 

generously spent their time in propos-

ing ideas, giving criticism and help-

ing the commit tee with our task. We 

are very appreciative of the student 

attendance at the last student forum, 

and would like to announce that the 

next forum is Thursday at 9 p.m. in 

the L a n g b o L i v i n g R o o m in the 
Kellogg Center. Again, we hope to 

see many students come to share their 

ideas and responses in regard to the 
Vision Commit tee ' s progress thus far. 

In the O c t o b e r and N o v e m b e r 

meet ings of the Vision commit tee , 

t remendous progress was made re-

garding the future vision of Albion 

College. At the October 12 meeting, 

a written s u m m a r y of the remarks 
f rom the student forum were distrib-

uted to the entire Vision Commit tee , 
in addition to the student comments 

associated with both the core values 

and the statement of purpose . T h e 

concept of "pass ion" for education 

was also brought up by students at 

the forum. Albion 's commitment to 

small classes and personalized atten-
tion were used as examples of this 

dedication. 

In our meeting on Monday the 
proposed vision statements were dis-

cussed. keeping in mind that we de-

sire a statement powerful enough to 

house the richness and complexity of 

Albion College. We searched for a 

vision statement that could focus on 
what would spur positive change and 

would serve as a guideline for con-

tinuous improvement and innovation. 

Using ideas taken from communi ty 
feedback, proposals and prior meet-

ings, we formed a statement that was 
agreed on and could then be worked 

on until it fits our needs. The state-

ment is: 

Albion Col lege will b e c o m e a 

model as a coherent, interconnected. 

and e m p o w e r i n g learning-centered 

liberal arts college. 

U s i n g th i s s t a t e m e n t , w e at-

t empted to iden t i fy these a spec t s 

within the multi tude of concept pa-
pers and suggest ions we were given 

from the college community. By us-

ing definit ions of the seperate aspects 

in the draft statement, we determined 
that the complexity of each word dif-

fers greatly according to the member 

of the college communi ty w h o would 

interpret it. Through the student fo-

rum next week, we hope to further 

def ine these terms in the eyes of the 

students of Albion College. 

Students are encouraged to con-

tact their student representatives on 

the V i s i o n C o m m i t t e e . A n d r e a 

L i n d l e y ( A L I N D L E Y ) o r F r a n k 

Broccolo ( F B R O C C O L O ) . if they 

have any additional questions or con-

cerns. 

The Vision Commit tee 

Break the Silence sees silver lining to 
Coming Out Week events 
To the editor: 

Break the Silence (BTS) would 

like to thank the members of the Al-

b i o n C o l l e g e c o m m u n i t y w h o 

showed their support during Coming 

Out Week. The level of support this 

year seemed higher than in the past. 
Many people took it upon them-

selves to respond in a positive way 
to the homophobic acts and attitudes 

of others. When our sheet sign was 

torn d o w n and de faced , n o n - B T S 
members re-hung it. 

Anonymous students chalked ill-

i n t e n t i o n e d s t a t e m e n t s o n t h e 

sidewalks of the quad, causing hurt 

and frustration to gay, lesbian, and 

b i s e x u a l s t u d e n t s and t h e i r 
supporters. Another group of non-

BTS students countered this negative 

situation with chalkings of their own, 

tuming it into a positive and affirming 
discussion. There were many other 

moments during the week when this 
s u p p o r t w a s e v i d e n t : the h i g h 

at tendance during the Coming Out 

Pane l , the s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r of 
people who wore jeans on Jeans Day, 

and numerous personal expressions 

of support. 

Overall, we feel that Coming Out 

Week was a success, and look for-

ward to a continuing appreciation of 

diversity throughout the year 

Clark Dawood.Troy senior and co-

facilitator 

Janice Best, Albion senior and co-
facilitator 

Komika Sims, Jackson sophmore 
Matthew Becker, '97 

Rebecca Linz, O k e m o s f reshman 

Jennifer Rummel , Osceola, ind. 
junior 
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Native speaker shares her culture with students 
Emily Betz 
S t a f f W r i t e r 

A poster of a lush green Costa Rican 

rainforest hangs above her desk to remind her 

of home. 

This week marks the beginning of 

" s u m m e r " in Costa Rica, the Central 

Amer ican nation where average sea level 

temperatures on its Car ibbean and Pacif ic 

coasts are in the 80s. Joselyne H o f f m a n n , 

native of the capital city San Jose, left behind 

this temperate cl imate to c o m e to Albion as a 

native speaker with the foreign language 

depar tment . 

' T i n here because 1 wanted someth ing 

new," H o f f m a n n said. "I see someth ing new 

every day." 

Sunday, Oct. 26. that something new was 

snow. 

"1 looked outside at the crystals on the 

trees and saw how sunny it was ," she said. 

"Then when I left for work at the Kel logg 

Center I had to go back inside to put on 

something warmer ." 

H o f f m a n n heard about Albion f rom her 

friend and fel low Universi ty of Costa Rica 

student Mario Morera , w h o was one of last 

year ' s native speakers. 

"Mar io wrote me about Albion and how 

much he liked it here," she said. 

She applied to study in the United States 

through the Association of Col leges of the 

Midwest . T h e organization r ecommended 

H o f f m a n n to Albion and she was chosen to 

be one of two Spanish native speakers. The 

other is Alexandra J imenez , also of Cos ta 

Rica. 

H o f f m a n takes four classes here includ-

ing piano, dancing, journa l i sm and French, 

and leaches weekly tutorials to first and 

second year Spanish students. 

According to Lori Pattison, visiting 

assistant professor of foreign languages, the 

idea behind the tutorials is to have the native 

speakers use their language and cultural skills 

to provide an additional hour of practice for 

students. 

" IThe native speakers 1 really want the 

students to learn," Pattison said. "They are 

close enough in age to the students that the 

sessions are very nonthreatening." 

According to A m y Sheele, Saint Clair 

sophomore and Spanish student, the tutorials 

are valuable because the s tudents can hear 

H o f f m a n n speak in her pr imary language. 

She said Hof fmann tells them f rom the 

Spanish perspective about her home and her 
culture. 

Hoffmann said the Albion Col lege 
experience is very different from her four 

years at the University of Costa Rica, where 

she studied English. 

"Of the 40 ,000 students at the university, 

only about 150 live on campus , " she said. 

"Mos t live in apar tments in the city or with 

their parents and work part- or ful l - t ime 

j obs . " 

Because of this, a lmost all c lasses are 

scheduled in the evening. According to 

Hof fmann , af ter classes students go out to 

discos or bars around the university. 

H o f f m a n n said she en joys spending t ime 

with the other international students at 

Albion. She has also m a d e excurs ions to Ann 

Arbor to see foreign films like "Shall We 

Dance ," and to visit bookstores and cafes . 

Costa Rica is k n o w n for its f lavorful 

coffee , and H o f f m a n said coffee here jus t 

isn't the same. 

"In Ann Arbor 1 ordered a "ca fe con 

leche" which was the closest thing I ' ve found 

to Costa Rican cof fee . " 

She said the food in Baldwin is taking 

some gett ing used to as well, especial ly the 

bounty of fried entrees. 

" jThe f o o d j is m u c h more spicy and 

greasy jhere j ," she said. 

She misses the arepas venezolanas (small 

c o m tortillas filled with beans, meat or 

cheese) her Venezuelan mother prepared for 

dinner. 

She said the a tmosphere in Ba ldwin is 

different than that in the dining hall at U C R 

where s tudents just sit wherever there is an 

open space at the table. She said she noticed 

it is much more "c l iquey" here. 

H o f f m a n n said she also noticed there is 

not much diversity on Alb ion ' s c ampus . She 

is a member of the Organizat ion for Lat ino 

Awareness to help p romote Hispanic culture 

at Albion. 

She said when she meets new people she 

somet imes encounters language barriers, such 

as misunderstanding connotat ions of slang 

words getting used to new voices and the 

speed of Amer ican speech. 

" I ' m here because I really want to 

improve my English," H o f f m a n n said. " I ' m 

starting to think in English, but my brain 

works s lower |in that language] ." 

H o f f m a n n hopes to travel to N e w York or 

Texas in December to visit fr iends, and 

possibly Idaho where her younger brother 

will be working. When H o f f m a n n returns to 

Costa Rica she will begin work on her 

masters degree in an English venue. 

H o f f m a n said she misses not having 

fr iends she can reminisce with, but she is 

making new ones here in Albion. 

"1 like living here [in i-house| because 1 
can share with people o f many different 
countries." 

photos courtesy of Joselyne Hoffman 

Photos from top: Flags on the Murcieiago Islands. A waterfal l in the Rainforest at Bajos deToro Amari l lo. 

A house In Santa Rosa National Park, Guanacaste Conservat ion Area. 
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Off-campus trip to Venice 
offers a unique experience 

Mary Garner, 

Staff Writer 

Are you thinking about going of f -campus 

before you graduate? Are you looking for a 

program that offers a unique and truly 

international exper ience? If you answered yes 

to these questions, then maybe you should 

look into the new of f -campus program that 

Albion is of fer ing in Venice. Italy. 

James Cook , professor of English, started 

making plans for this program in 1992. and 

has finalized the project so that the first 

s tudents will be in Venice for the fall 

semester of 1998. Although the program is 

open to all majors , it is focused on giving 

students a taste of international life, including 

the study of the Italian language along with 

the art and history of the city. 
"Venice is not overrun with American 

students, so they'll have more opportunities 

to use the Italian language and really have a 

cross-cultural exper ience." Cook said. "I t ' s a 

world heritage site, a place that everybody 

should know." 

Venice is known primarily for its canals, 

art. architecture, and unique romantic 

a tmosphere . 
Ericka Webb. Pocatello. Idaho junior , 

said that she feels that the Venice program 

incorporates several important e lements 

necessary to really experience a different 

culture. 
"In addition to language instruction, we 

will be learning about the art and literature 

of Italy. I think this will help us gain a more 

complete perspective of Italy's historic 

importance." 
The course of study for this o f f -campus 

program involves two units of intensive 

Italian; one unit of Italian culture (which 

includes history, art, music, film and theater), 

a half-unit of Italian masterworks in transla-

tion, and a half-unit paper based on the 

s tudent 's Italian experience. 

"But students should know that they are 

not required to have any experience with the 

Italian language," Cook said. 

Cook, who has 40 years of experience 

teaching Italian to English speaking students, 

will be the instructor teaching the translation 

course. He expects to be the founding director 

of this program and go with the students 

during the fall semester for the first year or 

two, but after that it will become "a faculty 

development opportunity for other Albion 

faculty with research and teaching interests 

appropriate to Venice." 

Students living in Venice will share fully 

furnished apartments, equipped with cooking 

and laundry facilities, with other participants 

in the program. Each member of the program 

will also be paired with a student f rom 

Zamble r Institute, the program's sponsor, to 

help them get acquainted with the city. 

Zambler is a private institute that has 

been providing Italian language instruction to 

foreign students for forty years. The Italian 

language instruction is provided by Zambler 

personnel and the art, history, theater, film 

and music aspects of the course are taught by 

faculty member s from the Ca" Foscolo 

campus of the University of Venice. 

T h e Venice p rogram requires at least 

nine s tuden ts to run successfu l ly , but 

ideally the p r o g r a m could use about a 

dozen . If you are interested or have 

ques t ions regard ing this p rog ram, contact 

Cook by e -mai l ( J C O O K ) or s top by his 

o f f i ce at 412 Vu lgamore Hall. 

Student Volunteer Bureau helps 'Make a Difference' 

Tiffany Gates 
Staff Writer 

"When I raked leaves at the public 

library, it was a nice opportunity to become 

familiar with the Albion communi ty and the 

incoming f reshman class. Because of this. 1 

continue to have the fr iendships of many 

people." 

This is how Sarah Wright. Kalamazoo 

sophomore, summarized the benefi ts of 

participating in communi ty service in the 

Albion community. 
Other Albion Col lege students also had 

the opportunity to lend a helping hand in the 

communi ty on Saturday. Oct. 25. 
"Make a Difference Day." a national 

event sponsored locally by the Student 

Volunteer Bureau, was held on this day f rom 

8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Students f rom Albion College cleaned the 

neighborhoods, raked leaves and held a food 
drive. The canned goods will be distributed to 

homeless shelters in town. 

"Our goal is to encourage volunteering 

aimed at student interest throughout the 

communi ty and campus . " said Aneesa 

Songer. Houghton Lake senior and director 

o f S V B . 
S V B executive members are concerned 

with the homeless situation in the United 

States. According to the Government 

Homeless Internet home page. 12 million 

adults in the U.S. have been homeless at one 

time throughout their lives. 
Three S V B member s attended a 

conference in Washington. D.C. about 

homelessness on Oct .23 - Oct.26. 
"We learned how to incorporate dealing 

with urban problems into our college 

curriculum and educational policies, and we 

will consider presenting it to the Educational 

Policy Commit tee ." said Matthew Wright. 

Hartland sophomore and SVB alternative 

break coordinator. 
"Also, we were enhanced by the variety 

of organizations, such as National Alliance 
to End Homelessness , C a m p u s Outreach 

Opportuni ty League and the National 

Student Campaign Against Hunger and 

photo courtesy of Kyle Kramer 

Several Albion College students help out during the annual "Make a Dif ference Day." 

Homelessness. that strive to bring an end to 

hunger and homelessness ." 
"Students can go through the Student 

Volunteer Bureau to look for volunteer 

internships," Wright said. 
The S V B coordinates with organizations 

within the community. They participate in 

Best Buddies, LIFT- a tutoring program for 
elementary students. Big Brothers, Big 

Sisters. Boy and Girl Scouts, and visitations 

to the nursing homes. 

There are opportunities for everyone to 
get involved. You can call the S V B office at 

x l 5 6 1 for more information. 
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A Challenge 
of 

Endurance 
Albion College students, faculty, and 
community members travel down to 
North Carolina to reunite with friends 
and to test endurance in a grueling 

triathlon 

Photo courtcsy of Keith Havens 

T h o m a s (Scott) Johnson, Gobies senior, works on his whi tewater canoeing for the tr iathlon. The tr iathlon consist of a 4.1 

mile run, a one mile swim and concludes with an eight mile canoe trip that takes roughly a n hour and a half. 

Penny Barnes 

Staff Writer 

Are you tough enough for a fam-

ily outing that involves taking a mile 

swim, fol lowed by a 4.1 mile run and 

then lopping it off by eight miles of 

canoeing? 

S o m e Albion Col lege s tudents 

have been quite successful at just that, 

a cco rd ing to Keith Havens , head 

coach of the m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s 

swimming and diving squads and na-

tional title holder in whitewater ca-

noeing. 

In S e p t e m b e r , H a v e n s , a l o n g 

with m e m b e r s of his swim t eam, 

communi ty members , family mem-

bers and Scott Dillery. assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics. traveled to the 

Smoky Mounta ins of Bryson City, 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a f o r the a n n u a l 

Outdoorsman Triathlon. 
"The triathlon has been go ing 

strong since 1977," Havens said. 

Triathlons consist of three sepa-

rate events. Times are taken for each 

of these events and added together at 

the end f o r an overa l l t ime . T h e 

Outdoorsman has choosen to incor-

porate running, s w i m m i n g and ca-

noeing. 

' T h e key to success is to be pretty 

good at all three events," Havens said. 

Havens has competed in the triathlon 

almost every year since 1978. 

Havens took a first place victory 

again this year in the men ' s masters 

division, making a total of six first 

place f in ishes . He had the fastest 

splits with a 25.59 swim, 29.32 run, 

and 1:21.28 canoe trip. 

"It 's the camarader ie and good 

f r iendships that keeps m e c o m i n g 

back every year," Havens said. 

"It 's just like a family," Havens 

said. "Everyone k n o w s just about 

everybody." 

T h o m a s (Scott) Johnson, Gobies 

senior, has compe ted for the past 

three years in the race. The official 

score sheet gave him a 2:45.57 over-

all time for a second place finish be-

hind fellow Briton swimmer , Theron 

Eichenberger, Marietta sophomore . 

Eichenberger finished with a 2:35.18 

overall t ime. 
"This year seemed tougher, but 1 

got better t imes," Johnson said. 

Photo courtesy of Keith Havens 

Bri t ton Johnson, Gob ies f reshman , 

b r o t h e r of T h o m a s ( S c o t t ) J o h n s o n , 

takes t ime to pose on the run port ion of 

the tr iathlon 

" I ' ve been there three t imes and 

I a l r e a d y fee l l ike a par t of i t , " 

Johnson said. "I knew everybody and 

everyone knew me by the third year." 

"It 's like a big family," said Katie 

Snyder , Dex te r s o p h o m o r e . " I t ' s 

good competit ion, but it's just like a 

family affair ." 

J o h n s o n , S n y d e r , a n d 

Eichenberger finished first in the col-

legiate mixed relay race with a final 

t ime of 2:39.15. A second team of 

Britons, Tara Kneeshaw, Ka lamazoo 

f reshman. Britton Johnson, Gob ie s 

f r e s h m a n , and Ka the r ine Wate r s , 

Troy sophomore, took second place 

with a time of 3:16.03. 
Havens said he credited the high 

finishes to strong and well rounded 

athletes. 
"Paddl ing is the key," Johnson 

said. "It 's twenty minutes of sw im-

mine and an hour and a half of pad-

dling." 

"All of the students who placed 

are members of the Albion Col lege 

Canoe Club, but none had whitewater 

experience," Johnson said. 

"1 was intimidated a little by the 

paddling," Snyder said, "but af ter the 

practice run on the river I felt pretty 

good." 

Snyder also won the collegiate 

w o m e n ' s d iv i s ion wi th a t i m e of 

3:42.12. Kneeshaw took second with 

a t ime of 3:44.44. 
Whitewater rapids are classified 

in classes, Johnson explained. A class 

f ive is the highest and most danger-

ous. According to Johnson, last year 

the river flooded and was a class three 

or four rapids. 
"The athletes started their train-

ing in August upon the arrival of the 

new school year. 
They practiced five days a week, 

according to Johnson. An intramu-
ral triathlon was held two weeks pre-

vious to the Outdoorsman triathlon 

as a practice run. 

Johnson said his training helped 

him drop nine minutes f rom the run-

ning portion of the race for a t ime of 

36.32 this year. 
" T h e r e w a s no n e r v o u s n e s s , " 

Snyder said, "it was like a big adven-

ture." 

" A s long as people keep coming 

back." Havens said, "we ' l l keep hav-

ing the race." 

Albion College goes back to the ragtime era 
Meghan Murphy 

Staf f W r i t e r 

It's part of our history. It's a staple of our 

culture. It's rooted in America. 

It's ragtime. 

Max Morath will detail the history of rag-
time, through music and stories, at 7 p.m. Sat-

urday in Norris 101. This one-man show is 

sponsored by Albion Performing Artists and 

Lecture Series (APALS). The event is free with 

a valid student ID. 

Ragtime peaked with popularity in the late 
19th century and continued into the early 2()th 

century. 

Scott Joplin, a pioneer in the ragtime era. 

< s ^ 

published one of the most successful 

early rags in 1899. Off-beat dance 

rhythms, minstrel-show songs, 

Afr ican-American ban jo styles 

and elements of European mu-

sic influenced the style of rag-

time music. 

A p r e s s r e l e a s e 

sent by M o r a t h 

r e p r e s e n t a -

t ives s la tes , 

"he takes his 

audiences on 
a t ou r t h r o u g h 

time. He plays the 

piano. He sings. He 

tells stories. He uses his back-

ground in English, American 

studies, radio and television, 
to p r o d u c e a s h o w 

f i l l ed wi th h i s to r i c 

f a d s and music ." 
In less than t w o 

hours, Morath defines 

ragt ime music and 
t h e c u l t u r a l e ra 

tha t it g r e w 

from. 

M o r a t h 

p e r f o r m s 

th roughout the 

c o u n t r y . H e re-

corded for R C A Red Seal, Epic and other record 

labels. He produced public television programs 

on the ragtime era. When he is not on tour he 

composes , wri tes and edits. 

"Touring through the USA, 1 realize how 

our music speaks for all of us," Morath staled 

in the press release. " I ' m proud to be a part of 

it." 

In the press release, Paul Wellborn of the 

T a m p a Tr ibune calls Marath a natura l -born 

showman. He calls him the " greatest living 

expert on the ragtime era." 

Along wi th a p iano and s o m e s ing ing , 

Morath presents the ragt ime era a long with 

some humor and some history. T h e vetem per-

former presents the era with a theatrical style. 

FREE T-SHIRT 
+ $1000 

Credit Card fundraisers for fra-

terni t ies , soror i t ies & groups . 

Any c a m p u s organizat ion can 

raise up to $1000 by earning a 

whopp ing $5.00/Visa appl ica-

tion. 

Call 1-800-932-0528 ext. 65 

Qualif ied callers receive 

FREE T-SHIRT 

Earn MONEY and FREE TRIPS!! 

A b s o l u t e b e s t S P R I N G B R E A K P a c k a g e s a v a i l a b l e 

I N D I V I D U A L S , s t u d e n t O R G A N I Z A T I O N S , o r 

s m a l l G R O U P S w a n t e d ! ! 

C a l l I N T E R - C A M P U S P R O G R A M S a t 

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 2 7 - 6 0 1 3 o r 

h t t p ; / / w w w . i c p t . c o m 

Stout Smm Orchards 
Opmfortfieseasotil 

•Appk Cider 

•<Dmts ji 

•Tfamlfoods 
U l M f t u w e * 

m i M r n f a Cmud (517I5M-SS3S 

http://www.icpt.com
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Cross country finishes strong 
Clifton Foster 

S t a f f W r i t e r 
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photo by Jessie Jones 

Dave Evensen, Houghton Senior, paces the pack at the Universtiy of Wisconsin-

Parkside meet early in the season. 

A l b i o n ' s m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s 

cross country teams wrapped up their 

seasons with strong f inishes at the 
M I A A conference meet in Olivet last 

weekend. 

Women 

A c c o r d i n g t o the 1997 "Fa l l 

S p o r t s P r e v i e w , " the n u m b e r of 

w o m e n runners has increased sub-

stantially in number over the past two 

years. With this increase comes an 

increase in toughness. 
"There are people who could be 

sitting out because of slight injuries, 

but they still continue to run," said 

J anna Mucc io , Big Rapids sopho-

more. "I think that demonstrates a 

tough team." 
Muccio said the new strong run-

ners have helped Albion greatly in 

moving up in the league standings. 

After six invitationals, the ladies have 

compi led a third-place league stand-

ing. 
Muccio also mentioned that pack 

running has been a strong point in the 

team's success. 

" O u r coach commented that ev-

ery coach tries to instill the idea of 

running as a pack, but it doesn ' t al-

ways happen that way," Muccio said. 

Last weekend at the M I A A con-

f e r e n c e c h a m p i o n s h i p s , A l b i o n 

w o m e n ' s team cont inued its strong 

running. 

Albion finished third in the con-

ference behind Calvin and Hope. The 

Bri tons f inished two places better 

than its last season f i f th place finish. 
At the league j amboree at Adrian 

C o l l e g e on Sep t . 27 , the A l b i o n 

women ' s cross country team finished 

third behind Calvin and Hope. 
"Over half the team had season 

best t i m e s , " said A m y W o l f g a n g , 
head coach of w o m e n ' s cross coun-

try. ' T h e y ran very well ." 

A l b i o n p l a c e d f o u r t h b e h i n d 

Calvin, Kalamazoo and Hope, in the 
other M I A A meet at Adrian College 

on Sept. 27, the Britons once again 

placed fourth. 
Calvin has won the M I A A each 

season since 1987. Last season, Al-

bion finished fifth in the MIAA. 

Ben Engelter, P a n n a senior, was 

photo by Jessie Jones 

Memebers of the women 's cross country team chill out after a tough race. 

Pacing the Britons was Shannon 

Stephens, Sterling Heights f reshman. 

Stephens was also selected to the all-

M1AA second team. 

The team's next meet is the re-

gional meet, Nov. 15 in Terre Haute, 

Ind. The top two teams in the region 

and the l op f o u r ind iv idua l s will 

qualify to nationals. 

Men 

After overcoming some injuries, 

the men ' s cross country team finished 

the M I A A season strong. 

selected to the M I A A all-conference 

second team. 

Depth and team unity have been 

strong points for the team this year. 

"We have a lot of strong runners 

this year," said Brad Wright, Cadillac 

junior. "So when someone gels hurt, 

another can step in and do the job . " 

"Our team unity is also good. As 

a team we do our best to keep every-

one motivated," Wright added. "And 

our coach does a good job keeping 

everyone running together." 

This weekend at the Coffeehouse: 
Friday night—Adam Druckman 

Saturday night—Alex Lumelsky 

both s h o w s b e g i n n i n g at 10 p.m 

:i::i:All s h o w s are f r e e and o p e n to the pub l i c** . 

** the C o f f e e h o u s e is a non -p ro f i t , s t uden t - run o rgan iza t i on . If you are in teres ted in 

v o l u n t e e r i n g , p lease cal l x l 8 0 6 fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n * * 

C O F F E E H O U S E H O U R S : 

M-F—7:30 a.m.-12 noon 

W—9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 
F & Sat.—9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

Open mic night-
November 15th 

1106 Jackson Si. {2-story white house located directly behind Baldwin) 

(517)629-1X06 

Wolf s ' A L B I O N 

S S H E L L 

TOO E r n i c h i q a n A v e . i C o r n e r of r v i t c h i g . i n & S u p e n o r l 5 1 7 - 6 2 9 - 4 9 1 0 

h i l i C o v e r s o n a 3 5 L i g h t S e t 

i n R e d . , Y e l l o w & G r e e n 

NEED CASH? 

ATM Visit Our ^ 

Newly designed—professionally managed 

The New Bohm Theater 
( 5 1 7 ) 6 2 9 - 8 8 8 ! 

Now Showing: 

Starship Troopers: 
F, W—4:55, 7:25, 9:35 

Sat .—2:15,4:55, 7:25, 9:55 

S u n . - 2 : 1 5 , 4 : 5 5 , 7:25 

M, T, Th.—4:55, 7:25 

Bean: 
F, W—5:15, 7:10, 9:15 

Sat.—2:30, 5:15, 7:10, 9:15 

Sun.—2:30, 5:15, 7:10 

M , T , T h . — 5 : 1 5 , 7:10 

Red Corner: 
F, W—5:00, 7:20, 9:45 

Sat.—2:00, 5:00, 7:20, 9:45 

Sun.—2:00, 5:00, 7:20 

M, T, Th.—5:00, 7:20 

Ticket prices: $2.50 before 6 pm and $3.50 

after 6 pm 

Wednesday is College Night—Buy one ticket, 

get another free (with College ID.) 
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STUDENT EXPRESS 
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